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| As to the Author's Name; though he 1 
has not decorated the Title of the Ger- 


1 man Edition with it, yet we have 
7" thought fit to retain it, ſince the Com- 


piler of the aboveſaid Gazette mentions 
kim under the Name of GELLERT : And 
J have very lately had the Honour ro if 
be admitted into the Company of two 
German Gentlemen of Diſtinction, now 
upon their Travels, and at this Inſtant 


U in London; who are perſonally ac- 
„ quainted with the Author of this Hi- 
1 ſtory, whoſe Erudition and Capacity of i 


judicious. Writing they were extolling, ff 
and particularly that incomparable 
x Piece (as they were pleaſed to call ir) 


N of the SWEDISH COUNTESS. . At the 
| fame time they favoured me with an- 


2 other Piece of his Performance, 
F which has been bur very lately pub- 
liſhed, and is intituled, LETTE Rs, with | 
1 Practical Rules for Good Letter-Wri- | 
I ting: From which latter Book it ap- 


1 , pears, that our Author is a Man very well 
verſed in the Engliſh Language, and 
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who inſpects our Writiags very nat- 
Wrowly ; as may be judged from what 
is contained p. 117. 


Where he makes 
this ſatirical Remark, L“ Among the 


c Letters which have been written in 


<« our Times in the German Language, 


ce the familiar ones which have been 


e publiſhed in Dantzig, have gained 


great Applauſe. In fact, we onght 


to wonder why we are ftill ſo de- 
1 ( 


oo 


ficient in good Letters and Novels 


in our Language, conſidering that 
ve have made no ſmall Progreſs in 


good 
Orators and Poets not capable of wri- 
ting good Letters alſo? Do we not 
nd it by Cicero, and Pliny; and 
« among the modern Writers, by 
* Chaulieu, Racine, Rouſſeau, Vol- 
taire, Pope *, and by many others ? 
* Are we above writing Letters, or do 
« we think them too troubleſome? Is 


© Rhetoric and Poetry: Are 


ov 


dur Language too rough and undigeſt- 
© ed? Or do we write more Letters in 
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Or are wefit only for ſuch Rhetoric 
. as requires Art and Trouble ? Perhaps 
c jt is for one of theſe Reaſons that we 
% have as yet no more Letters ex- 
.* preſſive of good Taſte.” ] And then 
he puts the following Note to anſwer 
— above Reference x. Perhaps every 
one will not find in his (Pope's) Let- 
.« ters what may be expected from ſo 
great a Man. How nicely has one of 
e his Countrymen diſtir 
2 Characters of [Letarewririlg I ſpeak 


nguiſhed the 


* of the Author, of CLarissa ; for, 


Irs notwithſtanding the greatly . 
.« fed Perſons of that Work, from 
< Clariſſa even to Arabella, he makes 
« .cyetyt one of them write in fuch a 
manner, as others would have ac- 
© tually written in the ſame Circum- 
, ſtances. And this Maſter-piece of 
Genius deſerves as high a Place among 
Letters as it claims among Novels.“ 


Theſe Conſiderations, which have 


been premiſed, who will not think ſuf- 
ficient Inducements for me to try, whe- 


ther in Return for his Attachment to 
| Engliſh 


x wv fo. oo fawud ts ocE 
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Engliſh Works we ſhould think fit to 
reccive his Performances with equal 
Kindneſs? Which Expectation is ſure- 
ly not unworthy of the charaQcri- 
ſtic Generoſity of the Engliſh Nation; 
nor, as we hope, of the candid Reader, 


and, 


His, very humble Servant, 
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NARAAATIVER as well of the Fortunate as 
Diſaſtrous Revolutions of her LIE, in 
Livonia, Sweden, and Holland. | 
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ERIE: 1 5 Method 
Jof Noveliſts, ho commonly 
introduce their Heroes with an 
Account of their Pedigrees, I 
ſnould * not have wanted Matter o 
trace my Deſcent more highly as they often 
pretend to do, eſpecially in — they 
have ſcarce any Grbund for ſuch a Subject: : 
But becauſe I am not of my Anceſtry, 4 
and becauſe my Parents died hen I was in 
my Infancy, I have given myſelf no Trouble 
about my Genealogy, and am contented with 
what I have been told concerningmy Father, 
to whom they give the Character of having 
been a Livonian, of noble Extract, and of 
great Integrity; but of a narrow fortune. 
After the Death of my Father my Uncle 
took me into his Family. He was a Man 
who in his younger Years had applied himſelf q 
to Study, and lived, at the Time af the Com- Nj 
mencement of this Hiſtory, i in the Country, 
where he had the Education of his Children 
1 at 
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at heart, and where I had the Advantage of 


being brought up amongſt them, till I wa 


ſixteen Years old. I ſtill remember what he 
once ſaid to his Wife, when ſhe aſked him, 
How he would order it about my further 


Education In che Morning, replied he, Mil 
ſhall. have-the Has 


, ucation of Men, and in the 
Aiternoon that of Women. My Aunt who 
nèever had had a Daughter, lov'd me dearly; 


and, wanting to keep me. always about her, 
was uneaſy to ſee meiobliged; like her Sons, 


to learn foreign Languages, and other vain 


Pedantries, as ſnie us d to call them. She 
therefore deſired her H 
once, to excuſe me from attending theſe 


uſband; more than 


* < = 


Kudious: Exerciſes ; but to no purpoſe: Be 
not afraid, Madam ( ſaid my Uncle. once to 
his Wife 


c upon this occafion ), that Miſs wil 
learn tdo much; for I do not intend to make 


2 2 Scholar of her, but only to acquaint her 


with what is requiſite for a prudent Woman: 
She has no; Fortune, you know, that can 
recommend her to an exalted State, or enable 
her to live independent; for which Reaſon 
ſhe ought to be endowed with ſuch Qualities 
as are admired by Men who prefer Virtue to 


4 Kiches, and fix their Happineſs and Confort 
of Life in being contracted to a prudent and 
*agreeable Perſon. My. Uncle, I muſt own, 


fpared--nothing towards advancing me in 
Knowlege; and I actually believe I ſhould 
oc eta | HP; have 
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have arrived ſooner at mature Underſtanding 
had my Aunt died a few Tears earlier. Tis 
true, ſhe did not keep me unacquainted with 


Houſewifry z but at the ſame time ſheraiſed 
in me ſuch an Appetite to Gallantry, as might 
b eaſily have turned into Haughtineſs. She 
e would often fhut herſelf into her Room with 


me, and dreſs me up in the fineſt: Manner; 
then lead me to the Looking-glaſs, and tell 


me that I looked like an Angel; then undreſs 
me again, and” ſtill admire me. I o., I 
was at that time but young, yet old enough 
to imbibe a Vanity which ſeems natural to 
our Sex: But, fortunately for me, my Aunt 
happened to die before I was ten Years old; 
and her Death put me under the entire Care 


0B of my Uncle, who ſoon deſtroyed thoſe idle 
1 Imprefſions which J had received from my 
co Aunt's Maxims and Converſation. I had a 


r natural Propenſity to he z wherefore my 
Inclinations were govern'd by encouraging, 
n 


more than by curbingthem. My Uncle firſt 
taught me to ſet about the Regulation of 
my Paſſions; and, by degrees, changed the 
Pleaſures with which l indulg*d my Eyes, in- 
to ſuch as befit the Excellency of the Soul. 

He was not inſenſible of my thinking myſelf 
handſome ; and therefore endeavoured the 


more to make me acquainted with à right 
u Knowlege of myſelf, and to repreſent the 
"I Advantage of taking Delight in fuch Facul- 


B 3 ties 


6 be Hleanopy: of. "AY | 
ties as beget an inward Pleaſure in one's 
Mind, and which ſurpaſs all the Satisfaction 

e we conceive from popular Admiration, 
If any of my Readers think that my Un- 
— deliver d himſelf to me according to the 
Rules of Rhetoric, and in florid Expreſſions, 


they may be aſſured of the contrary; for he 
conveyed Religion to me in Terms more 


intelligible; and convinced me of the great 


Advantages which attend Virtue, in our dit- 
ferent Degrees of Age as well as Station; 
not only in proſperous, but alſo in adverſe 
Conditions; at the point of Death, and even 


after our Diffolution: All which Truths my 


Uncle had the Art to demepſtrate in ſuch a 
manner as that they were eaſily remembred, 
and not difficult to be underſtood by me; 
and it is owing to thoſe Conceptions, that 


in my riper ears I never look'd upon Virtue i 


2 a Burden, but regarded her as the ſureſt 
Guide to direct us in our Journey thro' this 
World: Which makes me believe, that the 
Precepts of fundamental Religion are as ca- 
pable of illuminating our Underſtanding, as 
they are neceſſary for the mending of our 
Hearts'; and I am perſuaded, that a great 
many would ſnew more Skill in their ſeveral 
Proteſſions and Callings, had Religion been 
early imprinted; on — Hearts. But, not 
to go further in my Digreſnon my Uncle 


nevet obliged me to a taci Wexepranes of 
25 22 oo What - 


whatever he ee rig my l 
put rather bid me doubt and FA cruple at what 
ſhould be above my — — Comprehen- 
ſion, till. by my own reflecting and examin- 
ing into it, I ſhould be convinced of 1 us 
Truth. In ſhort, he inſtructed me in 
That Wiſdom which communicates itſelf 
from the Underſfanding to the Heart, and 
renders us moral, affable, generous, and con- 
tent; whereas many ſatisfy, themſelves, with 
frothy Notions, which only ſerve. in Con- 
verſation, to impoſe upon ſuch as cannot 
well diſtinguiſh ſolid Senſe from ſuperficial 
Smattering. But, leſt it ſhould be doubted, 
whether my Uncle ſucceeded in endowing 
me with all theſe noble Sentimens ; and left 
1 ſhould be thought to perſuade the Reader 
into a Belief of my good Qualities; 1 ſhall 
fay no more upon that Head, but purſue the 
Hiſtory of my Life without magnifying or 
condemning myſelf; leaving to the Juſtice 
.of the Reader, what Conſtructions he ſhall 
put upon my Conduct, ſince I am-apprehen- 
live that after a moſt genuine ſtating as well 
my fair Actions as Inadvertencies, I ſhall ne- 
vertheleſs be ſuſpected either of . 
or of falſe Humility. 15 

I was ſixteen, Years old when I was mar- 
ried to the Swediſh Count G“ who was poſ- 
ſeſſed of an Eſtate in Livonia contiguous to 
11 u 8 Fremiſes; 3 Which happened 


; Th Hierenvef es | 
prove inſtrumental to my Exaltation: For 
about a Twelvemonth before my Marriage, 
the Count and his Father came to ſpend part 
of the Summer in Livonia ; and becauſe my 
Uncle was his neareſt Neighbour, the Count 
uſed to viſit him; and at ſuch Times it was 
that he beheld! me employed in my domeſtic 
Affairs; but he had ſcarce ſeen me twice, 
before I percerved that he liked me, without 
my endeavouring to attract him: For how 
could I think to captivate a Man of his high 
Rank, who myſelf, as well in Deſcent as in 
Fortune, was ſo much inferior to him, he be- 
ing a Colonel of a Regiment, and a great 
Courtier, very rich, and handfome withal ? 
Notwithſtanding all which, | find it was my 
good Luck that I uſed no Diſſi mulation, nor 
Art to win him, but rather behaved free and 
open to him, inſtead of endeavouring, by 
preudiſh Airs cf Modeſty, to make my- 
{elf ſeem valuable; or thinking my Vir- 
tue expoſed, becauſe I ſpoke to him audibly: 
For tho' in fact he was dear to my Heart, 
yet the Thoughts that J never ſhould be 
"courted by ſuch a Man, moderated my in- 
ward Wiſhes for him. N hah 
After the Count was returned to Sweden, I. 
he had not been many Months there ere he 
wrote to me; and the- Whole of his Letter 
terminated in the Queſtion, Whether I could 
reſolve to become his Wife, and „ 


. 


Swediſh, Gonnteſs of f -9 
im into Sweden. This raiſed an agreeable 
Surprize in me; and the generous manner in 
which he offered me his Heart, put me into 
an Eaſtaſy of Love for: 99 > For there is a 
certain noble and moſt bewitching way of 
preſſing one's. true Regards in which the 
Judgment has the leaſt Share, ſince the 
Heart itſelf acts the chirfeſt Part in it: But 
to underſtand me here the better, che Reader 
is parc; Se his rde 105 e 


N 1 N 
itſelf. PM ee $7.02 YT an 
t 8 | 


Dear M n n 
9 228 


Love you. Be not uu 10 
at this Confeſſion ; et if yon cannot be 

Yeing urpriz'd at this my Boldwe(s, permit me 
m, uon n) Honour, that the Fault 
a from my. Sincet ity alone. Give me Leave, 
dear Lady, to proceed: But, what: can I ſay? 
love you —This is All ; and I loud you from 
the finſt Moment that I ſaw and ſpoke to you. 
I declare indeed, that I bave endeavour d to 
baniſh you from my Thoughts, fince the Circum- 
fances of my native Country, required ii: But 
all bas been in vain, and my Efforts have only 


2 
— 


made me more certain of the Reality of my 
Love, and of your Merits. Is it poſſible, that 
my Fondneſs for you ſhould offend you? —T hope 
not For why ſhould yau' ſcorn the Love of one 
whom you have permitted 10 ſhew 4 Regard 
Jer your. Tow But, will Je farbear re- 

ſenting 


e 
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ſenting 7 Tow, when / ſpeak the Sentiments of my 
Heart more openly? May I aft PTY Whether 
you can incline to love me; and, Whetber yon 
can reſolve upon becoming my Wife, and with 
that intention to follow mo tu Sweden? You 
are 400; penerous 1 
Aion un the Reſult whereof ſo ſo much 
_ noith reſpec? to myſelf. Ab! Deareſt : why is 
it not 1 fer me to know this wary Moment, 
2 — of your Fuvour; and 
<vbether I may bope ? Conſider, Madam, wwiib. 
out perplexing yourſelf, what Anſwer * can 
give to a Lover whoſe Tendernefs and Value for 
Jon he counts his greatgſ pooch — not 
too ſenſibly os you your Feart—Take what 
"T1me" yo or | Deliberation; but conft- 
der bow long — Moment will be to me, 
befort yon Hall let me know my ate. Hot 
eagerly" ſpouli I folicit for your Love, were I 
fo purſue my Inclination according to the Force 
of ny Paſſon only ! But no Your Love is 
Yoo-precious to me 25 boaſt of, unleſs you make 
me poſſeſ”'d of it by Jour en Choice — Con 
fend. As ſhocking however as your negative un- 
fever would prove to me, it ſpall not leſſen the 
Love and Eſteem ] bave for yon: For why 
ſhould T bate an amiable Oljeet b of your Sex, 
becauſe He does not chooſe to yield her Heart t 
"me for ever 2 Pall rather continue to value 
von, and think myſelf undeſerving of Succeſs. 


N * is it "Gr me io cloſe this Letter , 
tr a an 


2 8 BE rr. 


— Caunteſi a G. 11 
and how readily would I wear out FY Pen, in 
ſetting down numberleſs times, that I love you 
that 1 love you inceſſauiy; and that 1 watch 
all your Looks, in Hopes of diſcovering 
from them ſomething. in my Favour.  Fare- 
wel! . Abt Dear ame aue an- 
15 me? in ne 
10: 118 
This Letter was beet, uber with: one 
from the Count's Father, to my Uncle; and 
1 that I became the Bride 
of a Lord, I could xiſn I were able 
to tell what ed in my Heart fram that 
Time. - I had never loved before. But ho r 
romantic, perhaps, will this ſound to many of 
my female Readers, who will be apt to think 
that I was deficient-in every Faculty that is 


becauſe I could ſay nothing about amouraus 
Intrigues in which I had a Share, tho' now 
ſixteen Years old! But, let it be either to my 
Honour or Shame, the Reader may believe 
me, that I never had loved before, though 
my Uncle did not debar me from converſing 
with young Gentlemen: But now my Heart 
at once began to be ſenſible. My Count, 
indeed, was above two hundred Miles from 
me; but Love brought him before my Eyes; 

where · ever J was, he was with me: Nothing 
was more haridſame, nothing more perfedt; 
than he: I often (tho? by myſelf GEE 


engaging, or;elſe charge me with Stupidity, 
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alſo in our Journey unmoleſted, and arrived 
ſafe and well at the Country Seat to which 
the Count then was retired. I was tranſ- 
ported at the Sight of him; and I thought 
him much hand ſomer and more amiable than 
he had appear'd to my Eyes the Summer he- 
fore. But this may eaſily be accounted for; 
becauſe when I. ſaw him in Livonia I did not 
know that he loved me, whereas now I was 
ſure, that he had a moſt tender Regard for 
me. A Perſon eommonly becomes more 
perfect and merirorious in our Eyes, when 
we are confident of his Love to us: And 
tho' he ſhould have no great Advantage of 
recommending himſclf otherwiſe, yet” his 
Affection to us makes Amends for his Im- 
perfections: For what is more pleaſing to us 
than to be aſſured that we are loved? And 
how can Love beeome conſtant, unleſs it is 
ſupported by mutually delighting in the 
Object of our Love? 

My dear Lord, the Count, welcomed me 
in the moſt tender manner; and I doubt 
whether it is poſſible to be more happy than 
I then thought myſelf by his Side. Our 
Marriage therefore was conſummated ſoon 
after my Arrival, in a plain, private, but, 
certainly, moſt ſatisfactory manner; for I 
had not been above one Week in Sweden, 
and recovered myſelf from the Fatigues of 
my Journey, when the Count deſired me to 


_ 
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fix upon a Day for our Marriage : To which 
1 2 85 That indeed I thought no Time 
too ſoon to have the Honour of becoming 
his Wife; yet that no Day ſhould be more 
acceptable to me than that which he ſhould 
chuſe himſelf for that Purpoſe. And thus, 
without further conſulting, we fixed upon 
the next following Day. - ; 

In the Morning he viſited me in my A- 
partment, and aſked me, whether I main- 
rained my Reſolution of becoming Lady 
To-day? To which I anſwer'd him with 
half-averted Eyes; and received from him an 
ardent and fincere iſs. I was then dreſſed 
in an indifferent, yet well choſen Suit. You 
pleaſe me mightily in this Dreſs, ſaid the 
Count to me: It fits your Shape, and you 
make it look handſom upon you I think 
you need put on no other Dreſs this Day. 
Ir You like me in it, my Lord, replied I, I 
Mall think myſelf dreſted very ſuitable on 
the approaching Occaſion. The reſt of that 
Morning was chiefly ſpent in diſcourſing to- 
gether, in the moſt tender manner: At laſt 
I fat down to the Spinet, con which I play'd 
about half an Hour, and, at the Requeſt of 
the Count, ſeconded by my own Heart, 
joined my Voice ; ti!] Noon came on, about 
which Time the Count's Father his Mother 
and only Siſter being dead) and my Uncle 
came to us, and having made their Compli- 

| | ments 
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ments, informed us, that the Minſter was 
come; upon which we deſcended into the 
Parlour: The Ceremony of .our Marriage 
being over, we four and the Miniſter fat 
down to dinner; and I do not remember 
that our Table was ſerved with more than 
ſx or ſeven Courſes. Several married La- 
dies of my Country, and Station, will look 
upon our Wedding-day to have been cele- 
brated after a poor manner; but I aſſure 
them, that it gave infinite Satisfation to me, 
as I was entirely free from that Noiſe and Hur- | 
ry which is common at'Wedding Feaſts, 
and which cannot but diſturb the new mar- 
ried Couple, After Dinner we went in a 
Coach to dir R-, who lived not many. Miles 
from us, and who had been my Husband's 
Companion in his Travels, on which ac- 
count he had a particular Eſteem for that 
Gentleman. Here is my dear Lady, was 
my Husband's firit Speech to Sir R , to on 
whom I have been married this very Day: 
Don't you think I have an excellent Judg- 
ment in chuſing ? Pray bear Witneſs of our 
mutual Happineſs, and give us your Com- 
pany back to our Houſe ; to which Sir R 
conſented; and thus we returnd home, with- 
out ſtopping, and paſſed the Evening away 
as contentedly as we had the Noon. 
I remember now that I have not hitherto 
deſcribed my Huſband, and therefore beg 
CY le 
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leave to do it'in this Place. He was of a 
browniſh Complexion, and had ſuch a daz- 
ling Luſtre in his Eyes, as was enough to 
ſtrike an Awe in a timorous Beholder of 
them, who ſhould take notice of no other 
Part of his Face: But a Softneſs of his other 
Features moderated the Fierceneſs of his 
Eyes, and made him look with an Air 
of Ge neroſity, inclined to Tenderneſs: He 
was alſo tall, and well grown. More 1 ſhall 
not mention, leſt being too particular in de- 
icribing him I ſhould leſſen the Beauty of 
his whole Picture. Sufficient it is chat my 
Count was the moſt handſom of Men in 
1 

Soon after our Marriage, my Huſband 
was ordered to his Regiment: But to make 
his Abſence more tolerable to me, his Fa- 
ther took me with him to ſee his other 
Eſtates which he had in Sweden. It hap- 
pened at one of theſe Places that I met 
with a young and very handſom Woman, 
who was ſaid to be the Widow of the Stew- 


ard of that Eſtate. This Woman was charm- 


ing in her Perſon, and diſcovered ſome- 
thing ſo pleaſing, and ſo humane in her 
Converſation, as immediately gained her 
my Favour, and ſoon after my Friendſhip. 
I intreated her to accompany me in my Re- 
turn home, and to live with me; aſſuring 


her at the ſame time, that ſhe ſhould * 
e 
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be a Servant, but my Companion; and when 


ſhe ſhould chuſe to be no longer with me, 
that I would provide for her in a genteel 
manner. She accepted indeed of my Offer 
wich Tears in her Eyes, but excuſed herſelf 


from following me, partly on account of 


her young Son, and partly becauſe ſhe de- 
lighred in a ſtill and retired Life. In the 


mean time ſhe was always near me, and 


ſhewed ſuch a Regard and Love for me, that 
I could not forbear preſſing her to tell me in 
what manner I might do her Service. But 
ſhe generoully refuſed all my Offers, ald 


deſired nothing but my Favour. The old 


Count was now ready to leave this Place; 
and while the young Widow was conducting 
me to the Coach, I ſaw a Child ſtanding * 
a Window of one of the Out-houles. 
aſk'd whoſe Child it was; and I owe" 
ſome Contuſion in the good Woman's Face 
at this Queſtion ; for ſhe had perſuaded me 
that her Son had newly had the Small- pox; 
and had denied me the Sight of him, under 
Pretence that it might give Offence to me: 
But I obſerved no Diforder in the Child, and 
therefore inſiſted upon having it brought to 
me — But alas? how ſurpriz q was I to ob- 
ſerve the very Picture of my Huſband in his 
Face! I was not able to ſpeak one Word to 
the Child, but kifled it, embraced at the- 
lame time his Mother, and ſtept immediate- 


oy -" 
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ly into our Coach. The old Count finding 
me thus confounded, did not leave me long 
in Perplexity, but acquainted me with the 
whole Secret; which he did in ſuch a pretty 
and open manner, as demanded my cloſeſt 
Attention. The Woman, ſaid he, which 
you have ſeen, was a former Miſtreſs of your 
Huſband's : Bur if this Confeſſion gives you 
any Offence, pray be not angry at my Son, 
but at me, who was the Occaſion of it. He 
Was brought up by me in ſuch a particular 
Manner, as perhaps in ſeveral reſpects will 
ſeem ſtrange to you. My Son was obliged 
to love and honour me, nct only as his F a- 
ther, but alſo as his Friend: He never need 
to fear me, but when he concealed any thing 
from me; which made him to be always 
open to me; and I had by this means an 
Opportunity to draw him from many Follies - 
before he committed them, at lraſt before 
he eontracted a Habit of them. I knew that 
my Son loved a certain young Woman whom 
my Siſter had taken into her Houſe as an 
Orphan, and to whom ſhe had given the 
fame Education with that of her only Daugh- 
ter, becauſe the Child ſhewed a great Liveli- 
neſs and Forwardneſs in her Learning; and 
he had never made a 8 cret of this to ine. 
When he fat out for his Travels, he be- 
ſcught me, that I would permit him to take 
this Woman w ich him abroad to be his Com- 
panion, 
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panion, under the Name of an Acquaint- 
ance: And IJ, either to weak to deny. him 
ſuch a Requeſt, or on purpoſe to ſave him 
by this means from thoſe Extravagancies in- 
to which Youth is apt to fall, gave my Con- 
ſeat that ſhe might follow him: And this is 
the very Woman whom you have ſeen, and 
who paſſes for a Widow. She is a Perſon. 
of excellent Qualifcations ; and I have ſet- 
tled 10000 Crowns upon her, that ſhe may 
marry whenever ſhe pleaſes. I have alſo ſet 
apart ſomething towards the Education of 
her Son: But if this Woman gives you Of- 
tence, I will ſoon aſſign her a Place at my 
Eſtace in Livonia, where I will take care 
that ſhe ſhall live to her own Satisfaction. 
After fuch an Account ef my Huſband's 
former Miſtreſs, who would not have thought 
that I ſhould break out into Anger and Ha- 
tred to her: No! -] loved her neverthe- 
| leſs; and that Love moderated my Jealouſy, 
which otherwiſe might have reigned the ſy. 
preme Paſſion of my Soul: All I did was 
that I begged of the old Count to ſee her 
well married, and to remove her from her 
preſent Place of Abode. In the mean time 
we purſued our Journey, and I had the Sa- 
tisfaction to ſee my Huſband when I came 
home. And now notwithſtanding I was ve- 
ry well aſſured of his ſincere Love to me, 
yet could I not be at reſt, till, behaving my- 
| | jeif 
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ſelf indifferently upon ſome trifling Occa- 
ſton, I forced him to draw a Secret from me 
with which I would not part, without put- 
ting him to ſome Uneaſineſs. He was aſto- 
niſh'd when he heard it, and was ſorry that 
his Father had been ſo inconſideratc to carry 
me to a Place which might have proved 
very prejudicial to our mutual Love. How- 
ever he immediately gave Orders to remove 
this Woman and her Son; and allowed her 
every thing ſuitable for the Maintanance 
of both: All which was done in leſs than a 
Week's time. What greater Proof of his 
Fidelity could I defire ? It was impoſſible to 
14 hate him one Moment on account of this 
1 Affair, tho” I could not eſteem myſelf free 
| from all Uneaſineſs. 

He told me, that he ſhould certainly have 
married this Woman, had the Court and 
his Father not been againſt it. In fact, ſhe 
deſerved ſuch good Luck as much as I ; for 
I did not find wherein I was preferable to 
her, unleſs in being born of noble Blood ; 
and how trifling 1s this Preference, if richt- 
ly conſidered . "She had not thown herlelf 
away out of Wantonneſs — Matrimony was 
the expected Reward for yielding herſelf and 
her Heart to him.— The Count's Father had 
approved his Son's Choice; and ſh- knew 
the noble Heart of her Lover. A Woman 
- whole Love has engaged ſuch Circumſtances, 

if 8 
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eught rather to be pitied than reproached. 
Io aſſure me ſtill more of the Alienation 
v. hich was between their Love, my Hus- 
band related an Action really worthy of 
Carolina; which ſhall be the Name of my 
Huſband's former Miſtreſs, throughout the 
Sequel of this Hiſtory. 

As ſoon as ſhe perceived that he could 
not obtain Permiſſion to marry her, with= 
out the Hazard of his Fortune, and the Loſs 
of the Favour of the Court, ſhe voluntarily 
quitted at once her Right to his Heart. He 
ſhewed me her Letter, writren to him upon 
that Head; the generous Contents whereof 
were ſo affecting to me, as to put me upon 
doubting, whether I could have behaved 
with the like Greatneſs had I been under her 
Circumſtances. The Letter runs thus. 


My Lord, 
7 Hear that you are very much thwarted in 
your Reſolution to declare me your Lady: 
1 pity you, becauſe 1 know that you love me, 
aud that it ceſs you as much to baniſh the 
Thoughts of your Promiſe to me, as it does me 
to quit my Claim to your noble and generous 
Heart: However, fince I muſt loſe you, my 
Lord, I will loſe you honourably. To be brief, 
my Lord, I freely ſacrifice my Love and Satiſ- 
faction to your Happineſs, and diſtinguiſb d 
Condition; and abandon the Thoughts of ever 
. becoming . 
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Becoming your Wife: You are free, and at 
hiberty to make what other Choice you pleaſe , 
J am contented, if I do but find that you make 
a happy one, and that you meet with that Satiſ- 
faction which I ſhonld have endeavoured to 
afford you. Heaven knows that theſe are my 
true Wiſhs ; and whence cou d the Sincerity of 
ſuch Wikhes ariſe, un 75 from loving you? 1 
reproach you with nothing — It is evident io 
me, that you have fully 3% wn your Promiſe; 
for 1 am convinced, that you would bave ful- 
filled it, provided it were in your Power : 
Neither ſha!) I evcr accuſe myſelf of having 
been too weak. 1 have been yours, yet not 
without a previous Aſſurance of being openly 
declared as ſuch, at ſome proper Time; and 
thus 1 never made a Sacifice of my Virtue to 
you; the Remembrance of my Love, jherefore, 
ill akways afford me the greateſt Comfort, let 
my future Fate ſeem as hard to the World as 
1 if will Enter into Matrimony, my Lord, and 
for the future never think of me er. e than 
of a I riend: This Reward, I think I deſerve, 
Farezwel, my Lord, and offign me a Place at 
one of your Eſtates, where ? and my Son may 
live in Tranquility. Give yourſelf no further 
Trouble about me; I abide by my Reſolution, 
to ſhew you, that I prefer your Fortune to my. 
Happin:ſs, Farewse! my dear Lord. 


8 uch 
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Such were the generous Sentiments of 
Carolina, to whoſe Reſignation | «we tne 
Poſſeſſion of the Count. After this-Letter 
they had one Interview more, and then 
ſhe went to the Place where I had ſeen her. 
My Huſband aſſured me that it was a Year 
= a half ſince he had ſpoken to her laſt; 
and I would willingly have afforded her the 
Satisfaction of converſing with him once 
more before ſhe departed for Livonia, if I 
could have thought it adviſeable. 

My Count, in the mean time, doubled 
his Endeavours to pleaſe . tho' Heaven 
knows he was the moſt endearing, the moſt 
tender, and moſt noble Man that can be 
imagined, He had lived ſober and regular 
betore he took to the Army, and therefore 
had not contracted that rough and wild Ha- 
bit which frequently news itſelf in Gen- 
tlemen of martial Profeſſion, He was all 
Goodneſs and Humanity, yet ſtood the Do- 
meſtics in ſuch Awe of him, that a Wink of 
his had the Effect of a poſitive Command. 
As to me 1n particular, he ſeemed pertectly 
condeſcending : It was impoſiible for him 
to deny me any thing; for he was pleaſed 
whenever J gave Eo an Oppertunity to 
grant mo a Favour : But notwitaſtanding 
his moſt ready Acquieſence, in the midſt of 
his Fondneſs to me he knew to caſt ſuch an 
Air of ai as demanded my higheit 

Regard 


Regard for him; which m ade me-cautious 
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to gratify my Inclinations in ought but 
what ] thought would be agreeable to him, 
and what he himſelf would have urged me 
to with the Force of Command, it he had 
expreſſed himſelt in that haughty Style. 
In his Occupation, he was the moſt re- 
gular Man, without confining himſelf to ſet 
Times; for he loved neither a ſedentary 
nor hurrying Life, but did Buſineſs at pro- 
per Times, and in Moderation; whence he 
was always lively and alert, becauſe he ne- 
ver fatigued his Spirits with dull and vain 
Labour. Whilſt my Huſband had been up- 
on his Travels, he had purchaſed ſeveral 
large Parcels of choice Books, which being 
put up along with his former ones, made 
a very handſom Library: Here we ſpent 
many Hours with the greateſt Satisfaction; 
and here I became ſenſible of the Advan- 
tage I had raped from being educated a- 
mong my Uncle's Children: For being well 
acquanted with Latin and French, and not - 
a Stranger to Italian, I could amuſe myſelf 


in a moſt agreeable manner with reading 


Authors in thoſe different Languages: But 
never did I think myſelf more happy in my 
Retreats to the Library, than when I had my 
Huſband by my Side, who had the Art of 
chuſing ſuch Pooks for me, as gave me a true 


Reliſh of Liteature. And tho' I was not 
| always 
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always ready in giving my Judgment of an 
Author's Excellency, or wherein he was 
deficient, yet J had generally the Good-luck 
:o join in my Huſband's Opinion. And thus 
we ſpent our Time in adding every Day to 
our Proßit ant leaſure ; for we lived in a 
very tranquil and private Manner, without 
either receiving or making Viſits. My Huſ- 
band entertained me, I him; and the old 
Nobleman our Father còntributed to the Joy 
of us both. This Gentleman who was above 
three-ſcore and ten Years old, diſcharged 
the Functions of ſix Perſons. His Experi- 
ence in Learning, and his contented and 
honeſt Heart made him always appear gay 
and lively in Converſation; and I believe 
that in, three Years' time he had not one 
Hour's Uneaſineſs of Mind; for ſo long 
had my Huſband and I liv'd with him when 
he died. But, how exemplary and inſtructive 
was this Man's End His Ilneſs proceeded 
from a Swelling in his Legs, which commu- 
nicated itſelf upwards to ſuch a Degree, 
that it was above the Skill of the moſt able 
Phyſicians to ſtop its Courſe: But, notwith- 
ſtanding the quick Approaches of Death, our 
Chriſtian Hero behaved with the utmoſt 
Calmneſs and Compoſure. Finding his Ma- 
lady to increaſe, he aſked the Doctor how 
long he thought he ſtill might have to live: 
According to my beſt Obſervations, an- 
„ 2 "mn 9! Dc % 0! 75: weol 
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ſwered he, your Lordſhip! s Life can't laft 
above three Days longer That's well, re- 
ply'd the old Count—God be thanked that 
I am gone through my Pilgrimage fo well— 
Still three Days left of that Life concerning 
which I am to give an Account to my Cre- 
ator! I think I cannot ſpend my remaining 
Hours more profitable, than by my own 
Senden to ſhew — thoſe who are about me 
happy it is to die, for one 

and virtuous Life. 
Upon this he beat? all his Servants to be 
called up: And as they ſtood before him, he 
praiſed their Honeſty and Fidelity in their 
different Poſts; and intreated them to have 
Virtue always before their Eyes: I have 
been your Lord and Maſter, ſaid he to 
them; but Death takes off all Difference 
between you and me: I am going into a 
World where you and I ſhall be Equals; 
and where you and I ſhall be equally re- 
warded for our good Deeds, Farewel, my 
Children ; whoever amongſt you has a Love 
for me, and i is willing to pleaſe me once 
more before I die, let him give me his Hand, 
as a promiſory Taken that he will obſerve 
thoſe Leſſons and Rules which I have al. 
ways endeavour'd to cultivate in you for 
the Advancement of a happy Courſe of 
Life: And then he **. a certain Sum 


of Money to be Siren to every one. His 
chief 
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chief Employment of this and the next 
Day conſiſted in ſending for the greateſt 
Part of his Tenants, to whom he talked in 
the ſame tender manner as he had done to 
his Servants, | To ſuch as had had Money 
advanced by him to put themſelves in a 
way of Living, and were in Arreas to him, 
he returned their Bonds and Notes; and 
ave them leave beſides to aſk him ſome 
F avour which ſhould conſiſt with Reaſon. 
He had very few of his Tenants who were 
poor; by reaſon that he afforded them his 
Aid and Aſſiſtance ſeaſonably, and did not 
defer his Bounty till the cloſe of Life: No 
Wonder ya 6h 5 if they were ſeized with 
© Wl the higheſt Senſe of Sorrow and Concern, . 
© if for the Loſs of him who had been a Father 
0 if to them inſtead of a Landlord. After theſe 
good People had left him, werft and 
* Wl Jamenting for the Loſs o 4 a the Count 
9 
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aſked, whether there were ſtill ſome in his 
Houſe who had not taken Leave of him? 
I anſwer'd, that I did not know of any un- 
leſs the Soldiers who waited on my Huſ- 
band. Let them likewiſe come in, ſaid he; 
they are no leſs dear to me than the former: 
Theſe People in particular ought to know 
what is Death, becauſe they are more ex- 
Pale to his Power than others. According- 
they were ſent up to him; and they 
entered the Room with a hardy and martial 
i. eas: Air: 
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Air: But the old Count had ſcarce begun 
to talk to. them, before their bold Looks 
changed, and they were moved to ſhed 
Abundance of Tears. He aſk'd them, hoy 
long they had ſerved ? And he was inform- 
ed, that moſt of them had boren Arms 
about twenty Years, O! ſaid the Count, 
you deſerve to taſte the Sweets of an eaſy 
Life; for you have ſuffered Hardſhip enough 
in ſo many Tears. I will ſpeak to my Son 
to give you your Diſcharge; and to -al- 
low you double the Pay which. you 'now 
have, even as long as you live, for your Sub- 
ſiſtance: Moreover, I permit you to ſettle 
in one of my Villages, without paying 
"either Rent or Taxes. This was no Ws 
Comfort to thoſe pdor Men, who fhewe 
their Gratitude for all theſe Favours; and 
one of them in articular did a ſingular s Ser- 
vice to my Huſband afterwards. 
Ihe good old Count, having fatigued his 
Spirits this Day very much, and Night 
drawing nigh, turned to his Phy ſician, and 
aſked him once more about the Time of his 
Departure ; and heard with the greateſt Un- 
P e the Doctor tell Eu that his 
vital Spirits would ceaſe to act in leſs than 
twenty-four Hours. Upon this he defired 
ſome Food to be brought him; of 1 
he took Part, drinking with it à Glafs 


Wine. Good God! (began heY how well 
tes this 


this goes down: I eat as heartily now as I 
did fifty Years ago: But had I not lived re- 
gular and temperate, my nutrimental Veſ- 
ſels would not be now in a Condition to af- 
ford me that Sweetneſs which at this very 
Time I enjoy in my Food. Now (conti- 
nued he) will I refreſh myſelf with ſome 
Hours Reſt againſt my ſetting out for the 
new World. | * Fo 

| Accordingly he compos'd himſelf, and 
ſlept three Hours. Being awaked, he ſent 
for me, to look for a Manuſcript, bound 
up in the Manner of a printed Book in his 
Bureau. This contained the Tranſactions of 
| his Life for the Space of forty Years back- 
wards z which he deſired I would read to 
him; and which laſted to Break of Day. 
When I had read it through, he ardently 
pray'd to God, and in an eſtatic Manner 
thanked him for all the Bleſſings which he 
had beſtowed upon him in this World 
beſeeching him, to grant, that in the World 
d to come he may be a true Proteſſor of 
iz MW thoſe Truths and Virtues of which he had 
been an Emulator during his tranſitory Life. 
3 He then ſent for his Son; who entering 
n WW and ſtanding, by my Side, tne departing 
Count embraced us both and began to weep. 
Theſe Tears, ſaid he, are the firſt which 
1 
$ 


I have ſhed in forty Years, and more: They 


are not, however,. Tokens of Saen or 
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Fear, but of my Love and Affection. You 
have made my Life pleaſant; but the Hap- 
pineſs which I expect after Death, makes 
my leaving you the more tolerable. Let 
our Love to each other be ſincere, and en- 
joy the Life which Providence has given 
us for our Satisfaction, and for exerciſing 
ourſclves in Virtue. 
After this he gave me ſome Rules con- 
cerning the Education of my Children, if 
God ſhould bleſs us with any: And whilſt 
he was thus occupied and-concerned about 
the Welfare of his Offspring, he expired. 
Upon the Deceaſe of my Huſband's Fa- 
ther, we lived ſeveral Years, chiefly at our 
Country Seat, with the greateſt Satisfac- 
tion. At laſt he was called to Court, and I 
followed him. I had fcarce made my Ap- 
pearance there, but was highly eſteemed and 
admired. It ſeem'd none was more hand- 
ſom, none more polite, and none more per- 
fe than me: The many Addreſſes which 
were made me, and the ſoothing Speeches 
which filled my Ears, put me into ſuch Con- 
fuſion that J did not know how to recover 
myſelf. To my greateſt Mortification, my 
Huſband recerved Orders to march, and I 
was to ſtay behind. It was ſaid, indeed, I 
ſhould ſoon follow him, but it was three 
Months before I ſaw him again. I ſtood 
now in * of all the Philoſophy which - 
had 


r 
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had Keartlell er my UNels, my Huſband; and 
his Father, to keep me from becoming vain 
and proud: The Honour which was ſhewn 
me every where was a very dangerous Snare 
to a young, and (as People would have me 
be) beauteous Woman, WhO never before 
had frecquented with Courtiers. 

A certain Prince of 8—, hs was Au. 
ally married, and therefore could have no 
honourable Views in flattering me, took 
Advantage of my Huſband's Abſence.” He 
watched every Opportunity to ſhew me the 
high Refpe&t he had for me; and gave me 
ſuch a Preference as might eaſily have made 
me ſuſpected by other Ladies at Court. 


Sometimes he would venture to ſpeak to me 


of an Inclination and Paſſion, for which I 
abhorred him; yet had I not Power enough 


to ſhew myſelf indifferent to him, on Ae- 
count of the great Reverence which he al- 


ways paid me, and which he had the Art 
to prefix and to join to every Part of his 
Speech. 

I really was as honeſt and as virtuous as 
Woman can be} but, I believe, not grave 


and ſerious enough in my Deportment to 


this Prince; which made him perhaps ſup- 
poſe that he might venture to uſe bolder 
Steps with me. He happened to viſit me 


one Afternoon, without ſending me previ- 
ous Notice of his coming; and he ſoothed 


and 


— 
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and courted me in a very genteel Manner : 
But perceiving him bold enough to uſe ſome 
Liberty to nie, I ſtopp'd him: Permit me, 
noble Prince, ſaid I, to ſend a Meſſenger to 
your Conſort, and to acquaint her that you 
are with me; which will perhaps procure me 
the Happineſs 72 her Company alſo. There 
is no occaſion for it, anſwer' d the Prince; 
my Conſort is as much in my Thoughts as 
if ſhe was perſonally here: So is my Huſ- 
band to me, interpoſed I, altho' he is in the 
Fields. Upon this he made a ſlight Com- 
pliwent, and d left me: But how revengeful 
this Man behaved to my Huſband on Ac- 
count of my ſhunning the 1— illicit De- 
ſigns to me, will appear from what follows. 
Not long after this my Huſband returned 
from the Army; but had not been many 
Days at- home, before he was forbid tbe 
1 by a Meſſenger ſent to him for that 
Purpoſe. This was done by the Inſtigation 
of the Prince of S—, and was the firſt Spe- 
cimen of his Vengeance for having diſappoin- 
ted him in his amorous Expectations. How- 
ever, the Loſs of the Favour at Court did 
not much affect us: We retired directly in- 
to the Country; and I told my Huſband, 
without Heſitation, what had paſſed be- 
tween the Prince of S— and me, during his 
Abſence : And as my Circumſpection to the 


Prince. of S— had worked the n o | 


of our decea 
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the Court on my Huſband, I begged of him 
to forgive me for not having uſed other Ex- 
pedients. I am very well contented with 
my Misfortune, was my Huſband's Anſwer ; 
proceed to offend me by your Virtue, and 
you ſhall have my Thanks for it as long as 
J hve. I foreſaw it, that the Court would 
prove dangerous to you; and I imagin'd, 
that at your firft Appearance there you 
would be admired, and not be able to with- 
ſtand the Vollies of Praiſes and Flatteries 
which are diſcharged upon new Comers 
among that Polite Company: But after all, 
I look upon my Diſgrace as a Proof that 1 
am E of a loving virtuous Wife. 
In the mean time we lived at our Coun- 
— Seat as happy as ever; had not the Loſs 
0 Father frequently invaded 
the Repoſe of our Mind: To ſupply there- 
fore the Want of him in ſome Meaſure, 
my Huſband prevailed upon Sir R- to live 
with us He was ſtill a young Man, but 
ſerved in large Companies for nothing elſe 
than to fill up a vacarit Chair; for he was 
like dum and ſpeechlefs when he found him- 
ſelf among àa Number of People; whereas 
in a Converfation of three or four Perſons he 
was the "moſt agreeable Companion. His 
Knowlege which he had gathered from read- 
ing the beſt of Althiors, was extraordinary, 
and his Civility of as high Degree as his 
* Friend- 
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Friendſhip ; and notwithſtanding. his dull 
Looks, he was of a compoſed and ſerene 
Mind: e was not a Man who refuſed to 
join with others in taking lawful Diverſions; W 
but to me it ſeemed — he had more Sa- 
tistaction in ſeeing others receive Fleaſure 
from ſuch Diverſions, than he had in the 
Diverſions themſelves. His Wiſhes were, 
to fee all men judicious, and all judicious i 
Men happy: Hence it was. that he took no 
Fancy to large Companies, becauſe he ob- 
ſerv'd among them much affected Civility, 
as well as too much Diſſimulating, and too 
much guarding oneſelf in ſpeaking with 
Freedom. In all his Dealings he did not 
diſcover the leaſt Inclination to Self. intereſt, 
and as to arrivin to. Honours and Fort 

he ſhewed a too 8 reat Indifference. 
e hated Flatterers and Sycophants worſe 
than his open Enemies; for he was of Opi- 
nion, that they were more hurtful to open 
Faith and Honeſty than all the Heretics and 
Freethinkers are to true Religion. It 
Pleaſure to him to help a Peron of pact 
rent Circumſtances, rather than to oblige one 
who was accounted. to be a Man of Wealth 
and when he was aſked, why he would a0 
ſo contrary to the common Method ? his 
Anſwer was, I fear the * Man will be 


. to reward me for ohligipg 1 and 
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his Humour, and a Defender of his ill- 
grounded Arguments and Aſſertions. He 
had a Footman who in Honeſty and good 
Manners excelled the Generality of his De- 
ee. One time, in our Preſenèe, he aſked 
5 Maſter, whether he had any further Com- 
mands for him? to which Sir R- replied, You 
Simpleton, do you think that you have no 
other Buſineſs in the World than to wait 
upon me, and to follow my Directions? or 
do you imagine that you are to die as'igno- 
rant as you were born? If you have nothing 
to do, ſit down and contemplate what it is 
to be a Man: FF — will CO to em- 
ploy all your Thoughts. To affiſt him in 
which, Sir R gav Books to 


e him proper 

read; and when he was undreſſing his Ma- 
ſter, he obliged his Servant to give him an 
Account how he had ſpent the Day, and 
what he had read. He who is aſhamed. 
faid Sir R-, to convey true Knowlege and 
Virtue to any one becauſe he is of a mean 
Station, ſuch a one does not deſerve to hve. 
This is the true Character of Sir R—; and as 
he was a Man of great Integrity, my Huſ- 
bang had a fraternal Love for him; and we 
revs r concluded upon any thing of Conſe- 
quence without firſt conſulting him. 
About this Time my Huſband received a 
marching Order, deckend Sweden was en- 


paging in a War wirh the Crown of _ 
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And here I may date the men 
of the — Revolutions of my Life: 
He Was detached to take a ſtrong, Paſs well 
guarded by the Enemy but becauſe he had 
not ſufficient Forces to ſuſtain the Attack, 
he miſcarried, and loſt not only the W 
Part of his Men, but was alſo wounded 
himſelt; ſo that it was thought that the 
Prince; of S— who commanded in chief, 
had fixed upon him to go upon that dan- 
gerous Enterprize with a View to deſtroy 
him. In ſhort, my Huſband was brought 
before a Court Marſhal, where he was ac. 
cuſed of Couardiſe, and ſentenced to be be- 
headed. Good God! how ſhocking was it 
to me when I received a Letter from him, 
which contained the Wh Lines: * 


Fedrewel, my Dear; 3 for ever ſeuel! il 
is the Will of Fate that I ſhall die; and 
tho* this does not befal me without a previous 
Apprebenſion, yet would the manner of my 
Death be frightful to me, were 1 to ſet a gre: 
ter Value upon worldly Honours than that of 6 
good Conſcience, I am adjudged to die by the 
Sword, becauſe I bave not uſed it with mort 


Courage in Defence of my native Country; tho 


God knews that 1 am innocent, and the five 
Wounds I have received in that Engag 0 
can witneſs how I have acquitted myſelf in my 
_ But it is the Princeof S — wha thinks 
Bimſef 


Swedish Counteſs of . ww 
ent Ml binſelf offended by your virtuous Repulſe x 
ife: ¶ bim, who is doubtleſs the Contriver and Cauſe 
vell Nef my immature Death. Forgive bim, that be 
had thus tears your Husband from yon; which how- 
ck, ¶ ever gives me leſs Concern than if be had made 
teſt 4 more diſgraceful © Conqueſt of your Virtue. 
ded Ml Farewe!l, my Deareſt, and pray, that at my 
the MW loſt Moments I may be as reſolute as I am at 
ck, WM preſent. My Wounds are very dangerous: 
lan- ¶ Would to God they would prove mortal, that ſo 
roy I may noi be expoſed like a Criminal, at 


ght Within fue Days from the Date hereof T 
ac. Ml all be no more — Acquaint my honeſt Friend 
be- Sir R— my laſt Wiſhes to bim, I know be 
sit ¶ will not forſake you in your Misfortune. I 
im, Ml Have petitioned the King to leave you in full Poſe 
/ on of my Eſtate; but I doubt whether be 
will grant me that Favour. Be of good Chear, 
I WW my Dear —Retire whither von pleaſe, ſo that 
and you but* eſcape the Perſecution of the Prince, 
0%. Farewel! Oh, that the fifth Day was come? 
my Wh iy muft I fall a Vidtim to my Enemies! But 
e.: v can withſtand Fate ?—1 will meet Death 
f 6 il ith Intrepidity. Once more, my Deareſt, Fare. 
h. el This Moment I find myſelf very much 
out of order — Perhaps 1 fhall die To-day of my 
Mounds. The Chaplain of my Regiment comes 
to vifit me I will intreat him to take care that 
this Letter may come ſafe to your Hands. Take 
Courage—T fhall ever love you, and am fare 
fo meet jou in — tn nnn 1 
4299 WY 
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It is impoſſible for me to declare my Dif 
traction and Confuſion, after reading e 
ter; for we are never in more want of Word 
than when we endeavour to expreſs the Sul. 
ferings which interrupt the fincere and pat. 
ſionate Dictates of our Hearts. I can only 
Jay that for ſeveral Days together I was like 
A 1 thunder · ſtruck. All the Argo 
ments of Religion and Reaſon. were inſut. 
* Ficient to afford me Comfort; but rather in. 
creaſed my Affliction, becauſe they had no 
Effect upon me. The Day on which my 
Haxband was 10 ſuffer Death, was come, 
and I ſpent it in Tears and Prayers; and in 
that diſtreſsful Juncture I more than once 
felt the cold Stroke of the Inſtrument which 
was to take away my deareſt Husband's iſ 
Life. None did I perceive about me more 
aſſiduous to aſſiſt me in my Calamity, than 
SirR= that friendly Comforter: He moaned 
and lamented my Misfortune in a moſt com- 
paſſionate Manner; and his deep Sorrow 
and Concern for me, at laſt, prevailed with 
me to hearken to his Conſo tions, which 
ere more nervous than to heſkghted, cvey 
an Deſpair. 

a a Week was paſs'd, my Husband's 
Poſtilion brought me Word that his Maſter 
had died of his Wounds three Days before 
the Tune appointed tor. his Execution. This 
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Di ies afforded infinite Satisfaction to me. Then 
Let. he died of his Wounds like an Hero! was 
ra my firſt Exclamation: Then be did not be- 
Sulf. hold the ſhocking Preparations which pre- 
pa ceed a foreible and untimely Death, and are 
only even worſe than Death itſelf; was my next 
like Obſervation... I aſked, whether he had been 
rv decentiy buried? He anſwered, That this by 
Tu WM no means could be done; becaufe that very 
r in. Night the Enemies took Poſſeſſion of the 
nov illage where a Batalion guarded my Huſ- 
my band, and forc'd them to quit their Poſts 
me, ¶ very precipitately, In this Confuſion, the 
d in Poſtilion himſelf, as he informed me, narrow- 

nee ly eſcaped being taken; but that the Chap- 


nich lain of my Husband's Regiment had after- . 


1's wards found means to diſpatch him back to 
lore me with this Relation, and ſome of my Huſ- 
han WW band's Jewels: oper er 14 
ned WY The Chaplain himſelf had written to me, 
NY (and in the Name of my Husband adviſed me” 
ov to leave Sweden with all the Speed Fcould,,” 
to eſcape the Vengeance of the Prince, and. 
to be out of, the Reach of his importunate 
Solicitations. The Ordet for ſeizing vpors' 
dur Eſtate, and Effects, as I was inferm'd, 
had been ſigned even before'my. Husband's 
Death. I therefore reſolved at onee to re- 
re, and intreated Sir R- to accompany me- 
At home we gave out, that we intended to- 
make a Journey to EO our Eſtates which 
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Was at ſome Diſtance from our Reſidence; 


and to give the leſs room for Suſpicion, we 
took nothing with us but a Hand Trunk, 
in which were about 1000 Ducats, befides 


ſome fmall golden Utenſils and Jewels; tor 


our ready Caſh my Husband had advanced 
for the Service of the Crown. All our Sil- 


ver Plate and every thing elſe we left be- 


hind us, and, attended by A {aid Poſtilion, 
_ and-Sir.R—'s Servant, we haſtened to quit 


Sweden; and ſcarce had we paſſed the Boun- 


daries of that King dom, before we were in- 
formed, that my Huſband's Properties had 


heen ſeized upon, and chat I had been traced 


ſeveral Miles. 

"We were now in Livonia, but I could not 
count myſelf ſafe there: The Prince was 
reſolved to have me in his Power: My: 

Uncle who had conducted me to Sweden, 
was dead; and F did not know what Coun- 

try to chuſe for my Reſidence. Al the Re.. 
courſe F had, was to my truſty-Guide and 
Aſſiſtant Sir R who adviſed, me to go to 
Holland, becauſe he had Friends at Amſter- 
dam; and he aſſured: me I would like the 
'Country. Here, faid he, you may ſpend a 


Year or two, ta ſee what Turn Affairs in 


Sweden will take : Who knows but by In- 


terceſſion and Petitioning you may have the 


good Luck in time to be reſtored to ſome 
of * Huſband's Lo and en 
— 5 dee 
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_ Indeed, the Apprehenſions of. falling i in 
to a revengeful Prince's Hands, made me 
think more fayourable of: foreign Domini 
ons, than of: my native Country, and there 
fore conſented without further Deliberatiom 
| to go to Amſterdam ; but I wiſhed that my 
Huſband 5s former Miſtreſs 5 might aceom 
pany. me thither.- We were — 18 Miles 
from her, thinking that ſhe. ſtill lived On 
the Premiſſes which my Hutband:-ha4 aſ- 
ſigned to her in Livonia: Sin R there— 
fore ſet. out for the Place, to inquire: af; 
ter her. 3: but he was not gone long,, be- 
fore the Poſtilion came to tell mes. that he- 
had ſeen Carolina at Church, in the Village 
where I kept myſelf private,, but that he had 
not ſpoken to her. I diſpatched him tliere- 
fore back again, and in a few Hours: B hack 
the Satisfaction to ſee her at my Lodging. 
It was now eight Years ſince: I had ſeen- hex 3. 
and I obſerved ed ſhe had loſt ſome of her allur- 
ing Features, but not the leaſt in her Agree-- 
ableneſs and Converſation... I' chen gave her - 
a Detail of my unhappy Fate, and” aſked 
her, whether ſſie — — to Amſterdam 
with me? She ſhed Abundance of. Fears: 
at my Misfortune, and about tlie Love: 
which, IL ſtill had for her: You treat me 
with too much Kindneſs, Madam, ſaid ſhe:: 
You ſhew-me the greateſt Favours, tho? you: 
might perhaps find Cauſe to hate me: E 
E323 ung 


_ perceive by my Looks, that it is impoſſible 


allowed me for the Maintenance of myſelf 


Fall Farm in this Village, which I offer to 


convenient, which ſufficiently ſhewed the 


In her back Parlour, I ſaw a very large Col 
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count ita great Unhappineſs, proceded ſhe, 
that I cannot attend you at preſent 3 be- 
eauſe it is now a Year ſince I changed my 
Habitation, and ever fince I have laboured 
under a great Sickneſs; and you may eaſily 


— 
2 


for me to venture upon ſuch a long Jour- 
ney with you; in the mean time I promiſe, i 
upon Oath, that nothing in the World ſhall 
keep me from coming after you, provided tr: 
1 have my Health again: And to convince 
you the more of the Sincerity of my Pro- 
miſe, F wilt give you my Son with you, if 
u do not think him troubleſome to you. 
The Money which your Husband's Father 


SFS 8 


and the Child, I have laid out in buying a 


you, not only for your Abode, but alſo to 
make it your Property: Would to God you 
could abide with me, undiſcover*d, how 
happy would we live together! The Deſire 
of ſerving you, would be a Means to reſtore 
my Health and Spirits. | 
I venturꝰ d to viſit her at her little Farm 
where I found nothing that made a Shew, 
either of Riehneſs or Superfluity; but every 
thing appeared in exeellent Order, and 
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reſined Taſte and Genius of the Occupier. 
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lection of fine Books, which ſhe modeſtly. 
told me, belonged to her Son, tho? I knew 
very well that they were for her own Uſe, 
They were almoſt all French and Swediſh -. 
Authors which my-Husband ufed to value, 
and I therefore could eaſily gueſs who. had 
been the Collector of them, and to whom. 
| ſhe was indebted for her Reliſh to reading. 
Under her Looking Glaſs hung the Por- 
traitureof my Husband. As ſoon as ſhe per- 
ceived my Eyes upon this dear Remem- 
brancer, ſhe took it down, and made me a. 
Prefent of it; and. at the ſame time told 
me, that it was her own Performance; for 
ſhe was well skilled at Painting in Miniature. 
But I thought it too unreaſonable todeprive 
her of a Piece, which ſhe had taken the- 
Pains to execute in the beſt Manner, and 

was deſigned to perpetuate the Memory of. 
a Perſon who had been dear to her; 

Her Son was. almoſt thirteen Years of 
Age, and was an. accompliſh?d and lively 

Youth. He had been under the Tuition of 
an able Man, ever ſince his Mother's ſet» 

tling in Livoniaz but had now been ſome 
Weeks at Home, on Account of her Sick- 
neſs, which had been ſo. deſperate as to 
W threaten her Life. Among ſeveral- other. 
Things which ſhe told me in this Conver- 
W ation, ſhe confeſſed that ſhe had had alſo a. 
Daughter by my Husband, of: whom > 
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had been brought to Bed in Holland; and 
that ſhe left the Child with her Brother, 
partly at his own Requeſt, and partly for 
private Reaſons: Bur the ſaid Child died 
in its ſixth Year, as ſhe had been informed, 
by a Letter from her Brother: Tcould wiſh,, 
concluded ſhe, that you would chuſe his: 
Houſe for your Abode, for he lived in a. 
very pleaſant Situation at the Hague, when: 
F was there: But F do not know his preſent: 
Eircumſtances, becauſe I have not heard 
from him a long while, at leaſt not ſince 
he became a Bankrupt ; and therefore am: 
not ſure- whether he has retrieved his For- 
tune, or no. de 3-23 | 

_ Whilſt we were paſſing our Time in this 
Manner, Sir R returned from his ur- 
ney, which he had made in vain; and it 
was high Time for us to quit a Place, where 
we could no longer live in Secrecy: But be- 
fore we were well prepared to ſet out for 
Holland, Sir R—'s Servant happened to die 
ſuddenly of a malignant Fever. This honeſt 
Nan, finding his Diſſolution drawing nigh, 
_ In taking Farewel of his Maſter, preſented 

Him with 100 Ducats. This M6ney,. faid 

the faithful dying Man, I have faved in 
your Service, my ever-honourec Maſter, 
and. by your Liberality ; and I am glad that 
can return it to you again: For it is ow» 
to. your Generoſity, to your 3 
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and to your good Example, that I can die 
with Pleaſure and in Tranquility; and my 
only Wiſh is, that you may have another 
Servant, in whom you can confide. This 

ſhews, that even Men of the meaneſt Sta- 
tion may be cultivated to excellent Advan- 
tage, provided we do not regard them as 
W Servants and Slaves only, but as Fellow- 
Creatures who are committed to our Care, 
and are born to the ſame general Purpoſes. 
with us. Having taken her Son under our 
Care, we left Carolina, who promiſed to- 
follow us as ſoon as poſſible, after ſne ſnould 
have ſold her little Farm. In the mean 
time we arrived ſafe in Amſterdam, where- 
Sir R— was informed that his Uncle was 
dead; but that his Daughter was ſtill living 
and well ſettled. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw Sir 
| R— ſhe knew him again, for (as I have 
mentioned above) he had been in Holland 
before, at which Time ſhe had ſeen him. 
She received us very kindly, and her. Huſ- 
band, who was a judicious and obliging 
Man, entertained us in the moſt handſome. 
Manner. I diſcovered myſelf. to them, and 
deſired: that they would not only conceal 
my being a Perſon of Quality, te others, 
but that alſo themſelves would not take 
Notice of it, and conſider me no more as 
a Counteſs, but as their unfortunate Friend. 
They had already heard of my Husband's, 
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Fatality in the Public Papers; and 1 found, a 
that the I ſhould have had no Qualifica- 


tions to attract the Affection and Eſteem 


of theſe People, yet my Misfortune was 
enough to recommend me to them: I even 
learned, that a great Difaſter has almoſt the 
fame Operation with ſome People, as high 


Fortune has with ethers. We are counted 


great, becauſe we have ſuffered ard loſt very 


conſiderably; and our Misfortune-is look- 
ed kr wn as meritorious as our Exaltation, 
whic 


thing, to our own Succefs, In ſhort theſe 
good People treated me with as much Re- 


ſpect and Civility, as if T had been their 
near Relation. They offered me a Part of 
their Houſe for my Uſe, but F contented 
myſelf with two Chambers: And leſt 3 
fhould become chargeable as well as trouble- 


ſome to them, I declared my Intention to 


Sir R—, that I was willing to turn my 
Jewels into Caſn, and put it into the Hands. 


of his Couſin to trade with. He approved 
of my Refolution, and at the ſame time 


told me, that ſor his Part, he had done 
that already with the Money which his 
deceaſed Servant had bequeathed to him 
Accordingly my Landlord fold my Jewels 
for t 2000 Crowns, and adviſed me to put 


them into his trad ing Stock; where I. 2 
1 ho ave 
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we often aſcribe to our Perfections, 
tho“ we have contributed very little, if any 


— rere 
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Rave a full Dividend of the Produce” which 
ſhould ariſe, in proportion to my Capital. 
J deſired of him, not to give himſelf the 
Trouble of keeping an Account with me; 
but that IL ſhould be- glad if he would ace 
|. cept af the Intereſt of that Money, towards 
the Charge of keeping me, and my two 

travelling Companions. 1 23H 
My fluttering Spirits began now to com- 
poſe themſelves again; for here I lived in 
Security and great Satisfaction. Sir R 
too began to be more che at ful, and pleaſed 
himſelf with the Thoughts of having 
brought me to a Place whieh afforded me 
that Contentment: And becauſe he had not 
wherewithal to employ himſelt, he took 
Carolina's Son under his Inſpection, and be- 
ſtowed as much Care on him as was poſſible, 
for a Man who takes Delight in communi- 
cating and conveying Knowledge and good 
Principles to his Inferiors. Such noble 
Views would certainly raiſe Jealouſy in great 

Men, to many whom they look upon much 
below them, and are not taken Notice of, 
did they know the Reward which the lat- 
ter acquire for their laud«ble and noble Ac- 
tions, by having their Memory honoured 
and preſerved, as well by thoſe who are 
Witneſſes to their Actions, as by ſuch as 
have profited . by them: For Sir-R— in- 
ſtructed our young Man, not only in diffe- 
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rent Languages, but alſo in Arts and Sci. 
ences; and particularly in the important 

Points of Religion and Morality z and in 

Matters where he was not explicit, his Con. 

duct and good Manners were ſufficient for 
-our Youth to take Example by. I hus the 
Scholar became of a ſimilar Behaviour with 
the Maſter; and rewarded his Trouble by 
early improving in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
As for my Part, I ſpent my Time moſtly 
in Studying, if a Woman may be permitted 
to ſay ſo of herſelf, without Vanity. 
commonly beſtowed one Hour in the Day 
upon our young Scholar, and endeavoured 
to perfect him in ſuch Deportments, az 
\ young Men are more apt to learn from our 
Sex, than Preceptors of their own. '- I tried 
to moderate his fiery and violent Temper 
of Youth, by my Seriouſneſs and Gravity; 

J took Care to keep him always at a Di- 

ſtance; and acted in ſeveral Characters to 

him, that he might not become too familiar, 
+ur always diſcover ſomething new in my 

Converſation with him. Beſides employ: 

ing myſelf thus with our young Spark, [ 

paſſed many an Hour with my Landlady's 

Daughter, who was a Girl about eight Year 

of Age. I taught her to ſpeak French 

and without taking any extraordinary Pain 
with her, I brought her up to Drawing, 
Embroidery, and Singing: In brief, I en- 
N f * joyed 
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myſelf with their honouring me only, wheres: 
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;Gyed a very happy and tranquil Life: My 
Lande wo Wife choſe to be go- 
verned by my Taſte of Oeconomy, and 
they took particular Notice of what was 
pleaſing ro me, that they might entertain 
me accordingly : They never introduced 
me into large Companies z nor interrupted 
me in my Retirements, unleſs L invited them 
to a Converſation with me: I had no Oc» 
caſion either to command, or to make my 
Requeſt in gratifying myſelf; but only to 
pronounce, my Choice: I was held for a 
Relation of my Landlady's by her Dome- 
ſticks z and ſuch as did not belong to the 
Family knew —_— to the contrary. . In 
this. my diſguiſed Way of Life, I had the 


Advantage not to be obliged in Company 


to diſpute and maintain Precedency, on Ac- 
count of that glittering but very trouble. 
ſome Character of being a Perſon of Qua- 
lity. Had I been known to be a Counteſs, 
People would not have admired me, .but. 


regarded my good Qualities as ſo many 


neceſſary Properties belonging to my Sta- 
tion; at the moft, I muſt have contented 


as now I was both honoured and beloved, 
and every one was fond to converſe with 
me. ei eee 
1 had now lived four Years in Amſter- 
dam, and in that ſent ſeveral Letter 
. ” | | | 1. : '' 
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to Carolina, to put her in Mind of her Pro- 
miſe to come to me; but all to no purpoſe. 
However, her Abſence was of no Prejudice 
to her Son, for whoſe Education all poſſible 
Care had been taken; but judging him fit 
by this Time to put himfelf in ſome ſettled 
way of Life, ſeveral Means were propoſed; 
but none was more acceptable to him than 
that of Soldiery. Sir R— approved of his 
Choice, and told him, That he would be of 
great Service in that Station, ſince well-be. 


having and civilized Perſons are no where 


more wanting. than among uncivilized ones: 
Betake yourſelf to the Army, Sir, ſaid Sir 
R— to him, and let them ſee, that a Man 
can be intrepid, valiant, and of ſtrict Mora · 
lity, and yer prudent, cautious, and humane 
| withal. As long as Religion and a good 
_ Conſcience attends you, ſo long will you 


 Jook upon Death with Indifference ; and be 


prepared for him, without endeavouring to 
ſhun him thro* Timorouſneſs. This is true 
Heroiſm. Accordingly we bought him an 
Enſign's Place, and he went to his Regiment 
which afterwards was canton'd on the Fron- 


tiers of Holland. 2 


I come now to one of the moſt ſingula 
Occurrences of my Life, for which IU do not 


æxpect to be applauded by Perſon who aim 


ar Greatneſs, and make no Diſtinction be- 
- tween Inclination and Paſſions, W 


* 
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high Birth and Rank, but imagine that their 
conſequent Operations proceed from one and 
the ſame Motive. To explain myſelf here, 
I muſt tell my Readers, I hat I was ſtill in 
the prime of my Years, and my graceful 
Looks had not forſaken me; or, if I had loſt- 
any, they were only comparable to thoſe: 
ſoft and fine Lines in a Picture which in- 
deed vaniſh, but do not leſſen the Value of 
the main Work, becauſe they are not miſſed : 
And this, I judge, was the Reaſon, ; that 
{:veral Dutch Gentlemen of great Wealth 
and Figure made their Addreſſes to me on 
honourable Terms; but all their Aſſiduuries 
were in vain. And who could blame me, | 
that J who had had ſuch a dear ard indul- 
gent Husband, ſhould be critical in part- 
ing with my Love to a Stranger? But tho“ -3 
none of my Suirors pr-vailed in their Over- 
tures, yet their Cure ſſes had that mltec} up-- 
on me, to revive the ſecret Remnbrance 
of Love in me. Iwill, faid Leer , in 
a Hurry, chuſe a Man myſelf for ai ,d, 
rather than be longer plagucd by tein {tots 
men. This, indeed, ſeems a far-fercin'di 
Reaſon for my Reſolution to marry again 3» 
bot at that Time I thought it a very plau- 
ſible one: I alfo conſidered, that I had 
mourned as much as a Woman can for thei 
Loſs of a dear and loving Husbapd zu but 
that all my Grief Ow not bring him back. 
n to 
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to my Embraces; and that if I ſhould nor 
ceaſe lamenting him, I might give way to à 
melancholy Habit, which might deſtroy my 
Life, without adding to the Honour of his 


were theArguments which my Heart promp- 


tod me to ſupport as a Plea for my ſecond. 


Marriage. 5 8 
One Afternoon it happened that Sir R 
came into my Room, to inform me of an 
Affair which I had deſired him to enquire 
into: Having made his Report, he ſat ſome 
Moments ſilent, and then on a ſudden broke 
out with, Well, Madam, have you con- 


cluded upon marrying again? Why, Sir, 


anſwered I, Would you adviſe me to marry 


again? Yes, replied he; but not before I ſee 


that your own Heart has adviſed you to it. 


You know my Uprightneſs, am, and 


you know alſo, that I comprehend nothing 


under the Title of Happineſs, but what one 
either wiſhes for, or chuſes voluntarily. 
Among the ſeveral Men which lay Siege to 
your Heart, none pleaſes me better than the 
Heer vander H-; not becauſe he is a Man 
of Learning, but on account of his in 
Qualities and Evenneſs of Temper; yet! 
would not have you depend on my Judg- 
ment: I regard him in the ſame Light as 
I believe you do, and love him as a F riend 
and uſefal Member in Converſation, _ 4 
6 * ho 


Memory. Such was my Soliloquy, and ſuch 
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ſuch you may delight in his — mpany too 
yet not approve of him for your Hus and. 
Our Heart often is of ſuch a Nature that it 
withdraws our Love and A ffect ion for a Per- 
ſon, at the very Inſtant when we propoſe to 
become moſt intimate with him. Perhaps 
among theſe Gentlemen ſome one may ſeem 
to you more deſerving of your Love than 
another; and his peculiar Talent get the Af 
cendant over you, to quicken your Thoughts 
of quitting your loneſome Widowhood; and 
yet admit the former, as an Acquaintance, 
into your Company. © 
I returned Sir R — my Compliment for 
having delivered himſelf in this open Man- 
ner, and aſſured him, that I would take his 
Advice in an Affair of ſuch Importance, 
whenever I ſhould find that I was adviſed by 
my own Heart to change my Condition. 
Bur pray, Sir R, continued I, how hap - 
pens it that you have hitherto delighted in 
a ſingle Life, and ſhewn no Inclination to 
marry? O! Madam, replied he, I ſhould 
certainly have reſolved upon Marriage be- 
fore new, had my Circumſtances and Paſ- 
ſion of Love rf . thereto: Love, 
and Philoſophical Amuſements, are no Ad- 
verſaries with me: A conjugal Life, if at- 
tended with true Contentment, is without 
Doubt the only State Man can chuſe for his 
Happineſs, Shew me but a Perſon, Madam, 
| F'3 whom 
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whom can like, and who aſſures you of her 
Wiſhes to be contracted to me; you ſhall 
ſoon find me ready in preferring a ſocial 
Life to a ſolitary one: It is every one's Duty 
to make his Life as eaſy and comfortable as 
he can; and fince it is manifeſt, that this 
may be obtained by Love, we are the more 
indebted for it to Love and Marriage. But 
give me Leave, Sir, interpoſed J, to obſerve, 
that you have ſęemed to be very indifferent 
to our Sex as long as I have known you; 
how come you to ſpeak ſo much in Praiſe 
of Love now ? I beſeech you, Madam, replied 
he, not to make a Mixture of Modeſty and 
Indifferency. I know that Love is often as 
productive of Curioſity to a third Perſon as 
Enmity is; and it is for this Reaſon that [ 
behave always very cautiouſly, but not with 
Indifferency, to the fair Sex. I know aLady, 
ſaid 1 ar laſt, that loves you, and I do not 
believe that you will miſlike her; yet l am 
not aſſured whether you will chuſe to admit 
her into the Capacity of becoming the ulti- 
mate Object of yout Love: At which he 
ſeemed to be ſurprized, and aſked me ten 
times over who thePerſon was? but I kept 
him in Suſpenſe, . At laſt I promis'd him, 
that I would procyre him the Sight of her 
before Night; and then he withdrew to his 
own Apartment. Accordingly,within three. 


Hours after, I ſent him my Portraiture, to- 
* 4 a cether 
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tents 3 | 


into real Love The moſt unſeigned Friend 
to my Husband has the Preference to my 
Heart. — You have dealt with me ſo ge- 


of me to love you. Let me have an An- 


lity of Condition to People of Senſe? and as 
to the vulgar, who cares for them?“ 


and this very Man who indeed all along (as 


ceaſe) had behaved to me with great Civi- 
lity, without once attempting to flatter me, 


a ſoft and feeling manner, that I muſt have 
commenced to love him, though I ſhould 


gether with a Billet of the following Con- 


« Such was theLikeneſs of thePerſon who - 
loves you, when ſhe yet was young. At 
firſt ſhe thought herſelf obliged to you by 
Friendſhip and Acknowlegment ; but Time 
and your Worth have changed theſe Motives 


nerouſly, and with ſuch Probity, as demands 


ſwer to this in Writing 3 and make no Ob- 
jection on account of your Station, ſince your 
Merits are above that; for what is Inequa- 


Scarce had Sir R— received my Parcel, 
and inſpected the Contents thereof, but he 
returned to me, with Looks of Eeſtacy; 


wel] in my Husband's Time, as after his De- 


now diſcovered his Tenderneſs for me in ſuch 


i 2 


never have loved him beſore. Nov, ſaid he, 
you have given me a Right to ſhew the in 
PE mme 


- 
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as tenderly, and with as much Sincerity. 
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moſt of my Heart to you ; and now you 
have granted me the Liberty to confeſs to 


Your without Offence, what Reſpect and 
Reverence bid me conceal within myſelf, 
Heaven is my Witneſs that I nevet expect. 
ed to arrive to that Happineſs which yoy 
now have offered me; and though I ſhoyld 


have entertained ſuch Thoughts, yet that 


little Value I put upon myſelf would have 
quaſhed all my Hopes of Succeſs—Nothing 
is now more wanting to complete my Con- 
tentment, but your convincing me, that you 
think me not unworthy of you; and then [ 


mall proclaim myſelf the moſt happy Man 


ring. In ſhort, we both ſtept down to our 
Landlady, and acquainted her with what we 
had agreed upon; who, as well as her Huf- 
band, were extremely rejoiced at this unex- 
peed News. by. 

By this Time our Money had been fix 
Years in Trade, and had brought in more 
than the Principal was in the Beginning ; 
upon all which together, we two might have 
lived very contentedly : But our generous 
Landlord would not conſent that we ſhould 


leave him. He kept our RY; and treat- 
ed us, as before, with all the 


ivility ima · 


ginable. Thus Sir R— was now become 
my Conſort; or (not to ſpeak in Quality 
Terms) my dear Husband, whom I yo 

as] 


had 
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had done the former. In Faculties of Mind 
he was equal, if Wot ſuperior. to my firſt Huſ- 
band; but in perſonal Appearance he fell ſnort 
of him. He wasa well. ſhaped Man indeed, 
but he had nothing of that taking Air which 
often ineets with Ad vantage, if well diſplay'd 
at firſt —» No — it was requiſite to have 
ſeen and converſed with him more than once 
or twice, before one could find out his Wore 
thinzſs. I ſhall therefore not maintain that 
he would have ſuited every Woman's Fan- 
cy; it was enough that he pleaſed me; and 
in converſing with him, I found every Day 
freſh Reaſons to love him. He was near 
forty Years of Age, and ever ſince I had 
known him, he had nothing altered in his 
Perſon. His regular and retired Way of 
living preſerved him as well in Health as in 
Vigour. Who was more happy than we 
We enjoyed ourſelves by ourſelves; and be- 
cauſe we made no Boaſt of our Felicity, we 
enjoyed it without being envied by our 
Neighbours. — We lived without either 
commanding or obeying—We had no body 
to account to for our Commerce but to our- 
ſelves = We had more than we aimed for, 
and therefore were in a Condition to be be- 
nificent to others — We lived in a Family 
who ſuited themſelves to our Inclinations $£_ 
and we reſided in the moſt populous City, 
as retired as if we had been in a loneſome. 
Country 
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Country Village; which was indeed what 


gave us both great Satisfaction — We paſſed | 


Time i in that improving and uſeful Ex- 


efciſe of Reading and Contemplating—We 


ſadied, without a View of being admired 
for it by others; for we ſtudied at our own 


Option. And, to ſum up all, Matrimony 


guarded us againſt all that might diſturb our 

N 50 and perfected us in the Art of plea- 

510 each other. We frequently find Peo- 
'W 


ho would' maintain that the Pleaſures 


| 47 à matrimonial Life are attended with leſs 
Ardour than that which reſults from caſual 
Amours; uſe, as they obſerve, the Love 


of the ormer often dwindles away, inſtead of 
But ſuch People know not what 


ibcrea 


Wonders Sigicky and Caution are able to 


do in a focial Life; for they ſupport and 


promote Loves as the Heart by irs Motian 
cauſes the Circulation of the Blood: *Tis 
true, that immutable and conſtant Tender- 


nefs is ſuch a Bleſfing as cannot be expected 


always to ſubſiſt in People who live in Wed- 


lock 3 nevertheleſs if Love has taken Root 


on both Sides, ir will abi e vivid even to 
our lateſt Tests: ur Paſſions —— and 


l 8 of Body. Mind, m -feld to 
ad vancing Slg 15 the Nec f Love 
cornes. On lat; R's; and Re Has his full Share 


of Satisfaction, who enjoys as much as ſatiſ- 


: other 


fies his Appetite. In mort, we loved each 
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other, after a Courſe of Years, as cloſely as 
if it had been but theBeginning of our Love: 
For 1 would not have my Readers think, 
that we employed ourſelves in norhing elſe 
but in enobling our Mind, becauſe we ſtu- 
died the Sciences—No indeed ; I have only 
been expoſing that metaphorical Bombaſt, 
which I have read, and which only tends to 
make us Tools to the favourite Paſſions of 
our Souls; for I am of Opinion, that the 
corporeal Subſtance is as eſſential as the Soul, 
to conſtitute perfect Felicity; and whoſoever 
perſuades us that he loves the Perfection of 


a Perſon's Mind only, he either ſpeaks a- 

gainſt his own Conſcience, or elfe he does 

not know what he aſſerts. Such Love as 

makes cheriſhing the Body its only Subject, 

betrays a ſuperficial and degenerate Soul; 

and ſuch Love again which 1dolizes the 

Faculties of the Soul, to the Neglect of bo- 

dily Satisfactions, favours the ſuperftitious . 

Notions of hyperbolical Scholaſtics, who + 

would fain be thought of a ſpiritual Eſſence vg 

intirely ; and are aſhamed of their corporeal 

Subſtance, though (could they have their 

Wiſhes) they would part with ten Souls, ra- 

ther than be deprived of the vital Parts of 

their Body. 1 

I come again to the Thread of my Hiſ- 

tory, and once more ſay, That my Huſ- 

band and I lived as happy as ever it was | 
a pPooſſible x 
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poſſible for a married Couple to live. Wil 
acquainted Carlſon (this was the Name of 
Carolina's Son, the Enfign) with our My 
riage, and deſired him to viſit us as fog 
as it would ſuit him; for it was almoſt th 
Period of four Years fince we had ſeen hin 
He ſent us an Anſwer to our Letter, an 
told us, That he was advanced to a Lieu 
tenancy. 3 and that Fortune had ſmiled updiif 
him all the while he had been from us; buff 
more fo at preſent ; becauſe he had ven 
lately been married to a Woman, who upaii 
his account had eſcaped out of a Nunnery= 
That indeed he could not come at her Def. 
cent, by reaſon that ſhe had been in a Clok 
ſer, ever ſince the ſixth Year of her Age 
and that ſhe herſelf did not know her Px 
rents, but had gone by the Name of Mar. 
ane, without any Lg Appellation; ye 
that, notwithſtandirg ſhe ſhould be of the 
meaneſt Extraction, ſhe was ſuch a deſery- 
ing Perſon, that he could wiſh, upon het 
account, to arrive to an exalted Station, that 
| ſhe might ſhare with him in the Honour! 
For Carlſon had no further Knowlege of bi 
_ own Birth, than that he was the Son of my 
firſt Husband's Steward, who had died be. 
fore he was able to remember. He intreat- 
ed us withal in the moſt preſſing manner, 
that we would take a Turn to the Hague, 


in the — of which Place he was — 
tered. 
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eafed. Bur this ſpecious Account, inſtead 
of being welcome to us, gave us ſome Un- 
eaſineſs3 for though we did not doubt, that 
this Marriage was attended with ſufficiene 
Love, yet were we concerned, leſt they 
ſhoull have been too precipitate in their 
Amours. In the mean time we ſent him ſome. 
hundred Ducats, to equip himfelf ſuitabſe 
to his Rank, and promiſed to ſce him, as 
ſoan as the S: aſon and my Condition would 
permit me; {or 1 had been brought to Bed 
of a Daughter Accordingly in the Spring 
we went to the Hague, and not above three 
M²iles fron thence we found Carlſon and 
his Spouſe, both behaving ſo as gave us 
ſufficient Reaſon to be confident that they © 
were deſerving of each other.  Mariane © 
was a Woman of extraordinary Beauty, and 
fair Complexion, with a full Eye inclining 
to a cerulian Caſt, and fuch languiſhing © 
Looks, as ſhe ſeemed induftriouſly to con- 
ceal. from Strangers, left her Countenance 
ſhould betray. the extreme Tenderneſs of her 
Heart: And admitting that the other Parts 
of her Viſage had not been of a moſt perfect 
Order and Proportion, yet her Eyes alone 
ould have commanded her Admiſſion a- 
mong Beauties of the firft Claſs. Of her nary. - 


WW! Genius I ſhall not ſay much, for ſhe hid 


been educated in a Nunnery ; nevertheleſs 
the Innocence and Uprightneſs of her Heart 
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would have made ample Amends for a leßg 


Miſtreſs of :., A Timerouſneſs which ſhe 
had attracted in the Monaſtery, had not yet 
left her, tho' even that timerous Carriage 
was ſo ſuitable ta her Innocence, that it was 
more becoming than blameable in her; 1 
will even go further, and ſay, that ſhe was 
admired for her Fimeroufneſs; as it hap« 
pens in ſeveral Circumftances, that a Blemiſh 
tets in a ſtronger Light the Beauty of a 
well-executed Performance. EE 
It is in vain for me to ſearch for Words 
whereby to deſcribe the Sweetneſs and Ten- 
derneſs which fhe expreſſed to her Huf, 
band: He who would have an Idea here- 
of, muſt re preſent to himſelf a moſt enga- 
ging, brisk, and graceful Man, (for ſich 
a one was Carlſon); and a Woman of a 
natural Tenderneſs, who from her Infancy 
bad been immured in a Cloiſter, and 
where the Paſſion of Love had prevailed 
the more upon her, becauſe ſhe never had 
fhewn a Liking to monaſtic Auſterity, nor 
to the Rules and Orders of living in con- 
ſtant Sterility ; and then one may partly 
gueſs at the ardent and languiſhing Love 
of this young Woman, I was highly pleaſed 
with the Choice which Carlſon had made, 
as was my 3 and both 1 us took 
fych a Delight in feeing this Pair enjoy 
Wu ? chemſelvez 
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themſelves with the greateſt Contentment, 
that we tarried Tonger with them than we 
ſhould hive otherwiſe done. We there- 
fore ſent to Amſterdam for Money, and 
we ſtaid a whole Year, and longer, witk 
Carlſon; where we wanted nothing bur the 
Company of his Mother, who ſome time 
before had informed us, that ſhe was tho. 
roughly recovered of her Ilneſs; and who 
had lately in another Letter informed us, 
that ſhe was preparing to come to us; 
We therefore diſpatched the Poſtilion (who 
formerly had 'brought me an Account of my 
Husband's Death), to attend her in her 
Journey; but this Meſſenget met her up- 
on the Road, and ſhe was with us ſooner 
than we expected her. She appeared to me 
as if ſhe had grown younger ;. and the Joy 
which ſhe had at her Son's Happineſs, and 
my Satisfaction, made her every Day more 
brisk and lively: But (ſaid this honeſt 
Woman) I am ſure my Gladneſs cannot laſt 
long, becauſe it is too great. In the mean 
time Mariaye was brought to Bed of a 
Daughter; which cauſed freſh Rejoycings;z 
yet the more Reaſon we had to be content- 

ed with this Mariane and with her Conduct, 

the more deſirous were we to enquire with 

Certainty after her Pedigree; tho' after 

all our vain Searches, it remained a Secret 

to us, Martians had left the Monaſtety pri- 
e SENILE NS N Th 2 1 vately, 
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'vately, out of I ove for her Husband, which 
made it neceſſary that we ſhoul be very 
cautious in our Inquiries, leſt we ſhould have 
diſcovered the Fact, to the Prefudice of her 
and her Flusband. We employed there 
fore ſome Perſons 19 which we could confide, 
to uſe their be fl Endeavours ir getting ſome 
Intelligence of Mariane's P. rents: Bat 
they all received for Anſwer, that they were 
unacquainted as to her Birth and Education, 
decauſe ſhe had been brought into the Mo- 
naſtery in che ſixth Year of lr Age, by 3 iſ 
common Tradeſman, who had depoſited a 
_ certain Sum of Money for her Education, 
and had given out, that ſhe was the Dauglr 
der of a broken Merchant, who would not 
have her brought up in the Proteſtant Prin. 
eiples: Perhaps, added they, he may have 
_ antruſted the Abbeis at that time with the 
Particulars of his Errand ; but that ſhe now 
was dead, In ſhort, we could get no Ac- 
ount of Mariane's Birth; and if we hall 
applied to the Nuns themſelves in the Mo- 
naſtery, perhaps they might have given us 
the ſame, or ſome leſs ſatisfactory Anſwer; 
conſidering how many Children are truſted 

into Monaſteries, under wrong Names, and 
maintained by unknown Bencfactors. 
At laſt we reſolved to return to Amſter- 

dam, for our Circumſtances required us to 
part; only Carolina accompanied us * 


* 


I _ 
* 
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to the Hague, where ſhe took Pains to find 
out Perſons who might give her ſome Re- 
lation of her Brother Andreas: But ſhe 
could be informed of no more than what 
ſhe knew before; viz. That after his 
Wife's Deceaſe he had failed, and was be- 
come a Bankrupt ; but that he was gone 
on board an Eaſt-India Ship, to try whe- 
ther he could retrieve his Fortune. We 
ſtay'd ſeveral Days at the Hague, and pro- 
vided ourſelves with Money for traveling 
Charges; but when we were upon the Point 
to ſex out, the Merchant who had paid us 
the Money, and whom Carolina had asked 
concerning her Brother, ſent his Clerk to 
us, to acquaint us, that a Ship was lately 
arrived at Amſterdam, from the Eaſt In- 
dies, on board of which Mr. Andreas was 
returned to Holland; and that hi had been 
at the Merchant's Houſe, not many Hours 
ago. This News was too important to pro- 
ceed in dur Journey, without having firſt an 
Interview with Mr. Andreas: But, would 
to God we had never ſeen him! The 
next Day he came to our Lodgings; and 
Carolina's firſt Queſtion was, Why he had 
been 1o neglectful not to fend her a circum- 
ſtantial Account of the Death of her Daugh- 
ter, before he went to the Eaſt Indies? 
What! is Mariane dead? cried Mr. An- 
dreas. What ſignifies your ſpeaking of 
ö | 3 M,⸗ariane 
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Mariane to me? intcrrapted his Siſter; f 
ask you after my Daughter Carolina: Where 
i ſhe? Is ſhe alive? God fend the may } 
} know it, Siſter, ar.{wered Mr. Andreas, 
her Name was Carolina; but, that I might 
pleals ay Wife, and becauſe I had adopt- 
ed her for my own Child, I changed her 
Name of Carolina, and cafled her after my 
Wife*s, Mariane. I wilt tell you the whole 
Affair, if you will have but Patience to 
hear; and if you promiſe to forgive me in 
what you think I have done wrong to the 
Chitt, My dear Wiſe, you know, died 
about ten Years ago, and Marine was then 
very lick, that J had given her over; bat 
the recoveree + About the ſame time I had 
me M:sfortune to fail in my Trade, and to 
become Binkrupt; whercfore I was oblig- 
ed ta think of recovering again my For. 
dune, and tried to get it by going to the 
Faſt Indies. You know I am a Roman 
-Cathotic 3 and I afiure you that I had 
A natural Love for your Daughter, or ra- 
ther, my adopted Child: Bur, in order chat 
Mlariane might be brought up in my Reti- 
Sion, and at the fame time not be cx poſed 
do Want, E put her privately into a Mo- 
baſtery, ſituated on the Frontiers of the Au- 
1 flrian Netherlands, having firſt agreed, and 
1 fatizbed the Abdeſs for taking Care of the 
Cid, ang then J embarked for w — 
11 | Fe” Ladie: 
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Indies. I intended yeſterday to go tothe 
Place to inquire how ſhe does, but I was 
hindered by tome Buſineſs which obliged me 
to be here To day. However, I will fer 
out immediately; for I grow impatient, and 
want to know, whether ſhe is living, or 
dead. Come along with me, faid he to 
Carolina, it is but a ſhort Journey, and in 
three Days we may be back again. Ace- 
cordingly they took Coach, and depirted,. 
without any further Preparation. In the 
mean time my Husband and I had hardly 
Power to look at each other, and much lets 
Courage to fpeak > A Sinvering ſeized all 
my Limbs. At hſt my Hwband broke 
out with, Good God, how will this turn 
out? Mariane in a Monaſtery—and not fur 
ther off than the Frontiers? What ſad Re- 
lations are theſe? O the poor, unhappy 
Carlſon! Would to Heaven our Suppolt- 
tion may this time prove wrong -Was but 
Mr. Andreas returned again! or, were he 
never come back again 10 Europe — His 
Prefence wifi certainly inform us of a mot 
melincholy Secret, which otherwiſe never 
would have come to our Khowlege: Wii 
not Carolina be obliged to tear the Wife of 
arr Son from his Arms, to find her Daugh= 
ter again? Such were the dreadful Appre- 
henſions which tortured our Minds, till Mr. 
Andreas and his Siſter were returned; and 

e no 
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no ſooner were they arrived, but we had 


-the Misfortune to nd by their Looks, that 


we were not miſtaken in our Gueſles : Ca- 
rolina was almoſt melted in Tears — She 
gave no Ear to Comfort; and her Brother, 
tho' a hardened Man elſe, and tho? he 
ſhewed no outward Signs of Sorrow, yet 


fat like one Thunder- ſtruck; and neither he 


nor his Siſter would ſpeak to us for ſome 
time: At laſt: we found, that they had 
been in the Monaſtery, where they had been 
told, That the Nun, Mariane by Name, 
had been taken into the Monaſtery in ſuch 
a Year (which agreed with Andreas's Time 
of putting her in), but that about a Year 
and a half ago ſh? had privately left that 
| Community, and, according to Report, 
-married a young Nobleman. What could 
we do in this Caſe? We were obliged to- 


return to Carlſon's Quarters, inſtead of go- 


ing to Amſterdam. 

And now it appeared plain to us four, that 
the before deſcribe Nun could be no other 
than the Wife of Carlſon. However, as it 
is common with heavy and afflifted Hearts, 


to lay hold of Subterfuges and contrary 


Suppoliciors, u hereby their fearful A ppre- 
henſions often are aſſwaged; fo did we in 
this Caſe : For tho' the Report which Ca- 
rolina and her Brother had made of Mari- 


ane Was ſufficient for us to conc lude, that our 


Conjectures 


— 


Conjectures had ſome Foundation, yet we 
purpoſely avoided the ſounding the Bottom 
Gf the Alfair, and rather endeavoured to 
mike the Truth thereof doubtful, that fo 


we might not be deprived of Recourſe to 


ſupport as well ourſelves as the Parties more 
cloſely concerned in thrs Perplexity. How? 
Should I not know my Child? my own be- 
gotten Child ? began Carolina: Should it 
favour me in nothing? ſaid ſhe; rho? the 
poor Woman had not ſeen her Child ever 
fince it was three Months old. My Huse 


band alſo was not behind-hand in account- 


iag for the Matter: A young Nobleman, 


quoth he — A young Nobleman? How 
could Carlſon give himſelf out for a Noble» 
man ? I ſhould think he had roo much Moe 
deſty to pretend to Titles to which has na 


Claim. You judge right, my Dear, inter- 


rupted I 3 for had he taken the Character of 


a Nobleman upon him, he would undoubte 


edly have joined his Station of an Officer to 


it: Perhaps ſome other Child has been taken 
into the Monaſtery in the ſame Year, whoſe 
Name has been Mariane. Mr. Andreas, 
again, who had not been in Eaſt- India to 


improve his Philoſophy. was of Opinion, 


that Nature could not admit of theſe two 
toꝰ love each other ſo ardently as thoſe who 


have no Bonds of Relation. Such were our 


Speculations whilſt we were on the Road 
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and I believe there paſſed not a Minute be 
Tween us, without arguing, and contradict- 
ing each other, till at laſt, between Hopes 
and Deſpair, we came in View of Carlioi!'s 
Quarters again, We had agreed therefore, 
to behave very circumſpectively in this Af. 
fair, and to acquaint. neither bim nor her 


wich the true Motive for our Return: — 


We were to tell them, that the great Satiſ- 
fact ion which we had of Mr. Andreas's ſafe 


Arrival from abroad, had given us this Op- 


portunity of viſiting him again. l is ver 


true, ſaid we jointly, if Carlſon's Wit 


Mould prove to be the ſuſpected Mariane, 
they would go diſt racted, were we to open 


this melancholy Scene to them at once — 
No, interpoſed I, this muſt not be done, 


Jeſt it ſhould occaſion her Death. In caſe 


proceeded I, which Mr, Andreas once put 


into a Nunnery, then I will invite her to 
Amſterdam, to ſpend the reſt of the Sum- 


mer Seaſon with me in that opulent City: 


IJ am ſure her Husband will not be againſt 


giving her Liberty ſo to do: And, when 
once in Amſterdam, it will be time enough 
then to hint the Secret to her, till ſhe her- 
ſelf finds out the unfortunate Circumſtances 
brought on by her Marriage. Then, after 
Me is convinced of her own unhappy Cone 
dition, that of Carlſon's great Misfortune 


muſt 
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Mit be laid open to him; but he muſt ne- 
er ſee his Wife again as long as he lives. 
This, I think, will be the beft and only 
Comfort which we can afford him by way 
of commiſcrating his amorous Error; and 
this the rather, becauſe he is well grounde 
ed in Religion, and givey way to Reaſon, 
As to the Daughter which this unhappy 
Marriage has produced, f will take Care to 
provide for ſomewhere in the Country, that 
the may not live with her Mother, to be 
the Witneſs of that tender, but now prohi- 
bited Love of her Parents, which had been 
inſtrumental to her Birth. Theſe Conſide- 
rations and Conſultations brought us at laſt * 
to Carl ſon's Quarters, who then happened 
to ſtand in his Door; and ſeeing us, came 
nee Boy full Speed, ſeemingly amazed 
at our Return. We, again, ſhewed as ſe- 
rene Countenances as we were able in our 
Circumſtances, and told him, purſuant to 
our firſt Agreement, that Mr. Andreas, 
Carolina's Brother, who was lately come a- 
ſhore from the Indies, and whom they had 
met with at the Hague, had occaſioned this 
ſecond Viſit, Who was more rejoyced than 
Carlſon ! He ſaluted us moſt politely, and 
conducted us to the Parlour where Mariane 
was. But ſcarce had Mr. Andreas entered 
the Room and ſeen Mariane, but he em- 
araced her very eagerly, and cried out with 
. 28 
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a loud Voice of Affright, Heaven have Mer. 
cy upon me! Tis ſhe!' Tisſhe! O! I un- 
fortunate Man I am the Occaſion of all! 
This, indeed, was the firſt Specimen of our 
Circumipection which we propoſed to make 
uſe of in this Affair. Carolina run out of 
the Room diftrattedly—Mariane was ftriv- 
ing to extricate herſeſt from Andreas, wha 
had cloſed his Arms about her Neck; and 
as for me, I had no Power left to aſſiſt het 
in her Endeavours: Carlſon flood as im- 
moveable, and asked hundred times over, 
What was the Matter? My Husband at- 
tempted to relate the Affair to him, but 
ſtopped at every Word, without being able 
to proceed. At laſt Mariane diſcngaged 
herſelf from Mr. Andreas, and came run- 

ing to me, deſiring that I would tell her 
the Meaning of this lamentable Uproar. 1 
began to ſpeak, without knowing what — 

I begged her Pardon I aſſured her of my 
conſtant Friendſhip. for her — 1 embraced 
her ; and this was all I-was able to do. In 
the mean while Catlſon came to take his 
Wife our of my Arms, at which I cried out, 
No: No! Mariane is not your Wife! Ma- 
Trane is your Siſter z at h:aring which, Ma- 
riane ſwooned away; which gave a rowz - 
ing Turn to my Spirits, as if a fearful 
Dream had awaked me. However, my Huſ- 


Hand and I were the firſt who came to 72 | 
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ler: ſelves again among us all; upon which we . 
un- laid Mariane upon a Bed, where ſhe reco- 


111 vered from one Fit to fall into another ; 

our ¶ and what contributed ſtill more to theſe 
tke ¶ Faintings,. was her Pregnancy, ſo that ſhe 
of did not come to herſelf all the reſt of the 
reer ee 
hoſ . In the mean time my Husband had been 
nd with Carolina, whom we had not ſeen ſince 


er. ſhe run out of the Parlour. Were this 
m: Hiſtory deſigned for a Romance, I mighe 
er, here eaſily have introduced a Scene of Ca- 
at- © rolina deſtroy ing herſelf either by a Dig- 
ut ger, or Poiſon, ſince ſhe had been Jong 
de caough by herſelf to perpetrate Suicide? 
ed Rat a theatrical Deſperation, and a Raſhneſʒ 
n- which proceeds from an afflicted, but un- 
er adviſed Mind, have not always the ſame. 
IEffect in common Life: This is certain, 
chat my Husband had diſcovered Carolina 
1y in the Summer Houſe, on her Knees, in a 
ed ſupplicating Poſture. And here I ſhall nor 
In mention any more of what paſſed that Day. 
iis but — to the Occurrences of the next 
to. folio: ooo. Err hers. © nn, [1 * 
3» | By this time the Panic and violent Agi. 
- tations of our diſtrafted Minds were ſome- 
what ceaſed, and Melancholy, attended 
ul wich terrifying Conſequences, had taker. 
Place: The Sighs, and Tears which. ye- 
. ſterday-had been detained by ſugcellive Sur 
Ren 
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bemoaning and compaſſionating each other 
our Comfort. Carlſon came to the Bed of 
his Mariane, full of Anguiſh, Fear, Shame, 

Grief, and Sorrow, being reſtrained from 


prizes, fldwed now with Eaſe, and we made 


embracing her in the uſual Manner; and 


it was a moſt melancholy Sight to obſerye 
the Behaviour of theſe two Perſons: For 
Religion commanded them to. change theitß 
conjugal Love into that which reigns be: 


tween Brother and Siſter, tho? their | Hearts | 
perſuaded them they were intitled to pur- | 


ſue the former; becauſe they loved each 
other in the moſt paſſi jonate Manner : Add 


of Wedlock, and were now bak at once 
ta break their cloſe Alliance; 1 
never ſeen or known e ath py: before 
Carlſon made Love to . id there. 
fore had not O portunity 4. them 
ſelves, that 991 were obliged "If damp” 
their ardent Flame, and to content them- 
ſelves with a Familiarity, Which! is becoming 

among Relations: Nature itſelf declared 


in their Favour, and urged, that — 7 4 


could be objected tp their Love! becau 
un had reg: rded themſelves aFRela- 


tians, and r chat Reaſon” coul 
claim the I. 7025 of 5 »njugal 


xclama- 
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Yet as it was the Reſult of his own Heart, 
one who heard and beheld him. Some- 


called Philoſophy: to his Aid, and uſed ſuch 
Arguments as he was ſure were in his Fa- 
vour: He proved, that this Marriage was 
permitted according to Divine Inſtitutions, 
tho? it was condemned by Civil Authority z 
yet all his Reaſonings came to one and the 
ſame End, and ſerved only as ſo many re- 


contracted to Mariane; and that nothing 
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tions) leave me Leave me, urffortunate 
Husband] Begin to hate me I am your 
Siſter » But No- my Heart does not tell 
me ſo I am yours - yes, I am yours: Ma- 
trimony has joined us, — God will not ſe- 
parate ust Her Husband was of the ſame 
Opinion, and harkened to the Voice of pal- 
ſionate Love, that the Law of Religion 
might not prevail over him. He took pe- 
culiar Care not to call her his Siſter, but at 
every Interval to pronounce her his Mari- 
ane: He was fluent in Expreſſions, but in 
Lamenting he rather exceeded Moderation: 


it had a moſt melting Effect upon every 
times, in the midſt of deploring himſelf, he 


peated Declarations, that he was lawfully 


but Death ſhould ſeparate them. He 
wiſhed innumerable times Andreas had been 
dead, before he opened his Lips in the Diſ- 


d, like 


one 


, 
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one who expects to hear his Sentence of 
Death; and 1 believe he would willingly 
have reſigned ſome Tears of his own natu- 
ral Liſe, could that have been a Means to 
yeſtore to this tender Couple their former 
*Repofe and Happineſa. At laſt Carolina 
went to the Bed of Mariane, and bid Carl. 
fon to withdraw. My deareſt Daughter 
began ſhe, ah! have 1 found you again, that 
1 muſt diſengage you from the Arms of 
vour Brother! Would to God I never had 
been obliged to perform this melancholy Of. 
ice. Perhaps this is a Puniſnment for my 
- But it is the Will of Fate! Neither 
of you is guilty of a Crime ; — your Igno- 
"rance in this Affair juſtifies your Love, but 
the Certainty of your Relation now forbids 
it: J am the Mother to both of you, and as 
my Children ] love you moſt ſincerely; but 
1 ſhall be obliged to abhor you, in caſe you 
perſiſt to prefer Matrimony to Confangui- 
nity. This Speech of Carolina's, tho" in- 
deed it was full of ſound Reflexions, was 
ſtill too rough for the panting Hearts of 


1 her two Children; and too ſoon delivered 
3 4 to them; Tor it raiſed new Deſpair in both 
of them: My Husband, however, found 
out a ſmoother Expedient to pacify the 


| Rage of their Diſtraction, by making ule 
of -ſuch Terms as often have the ſame 
Effect on agitated Minds as yy 

N 6 Truth, 
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Truth. He ſaid it was a Caſe of Conſci- 


ence, and that we were not the fit Perſons 
to decide it. Let us leave it to the Deter- 
mination of ſome able Divines, proceeded 
he; I believe this Marriage may ſtill be al- 
lowed. This was a ſeaſonable Remedy to 
aſſwage the Anguiſh of the two wounded 
Hearts, and at the ſame time to moderate 
the Exceſs of their Fondneſs. According 
ly they agre to ſome Univerſity 


ed to appeal 
of Note, and to abide by the Opinion of its 
Members; not from any Perſuaſion of the 
Unlawfulneſs of their Proceeding, indeed, 
but in Hopes of a public Approbation of 
their Deſires to purſue the Courſe of that 
new Engagement which they had entered 
into by their Marriage Vow. In the mean 
time we took — their. Concur- 
rence to our Propoſals, and encouraged 
Mariane, to follow us to Amſterdam, as 
ſoon as her Condition would permit it; and 
comforted her with the Poſſibility of pro- 
curing. a Diſpenſation from Rome, ro re- 
move all the "Obſtacles which ſhould Je 
formed by the different Opinions of Eccle- 
ſiaſtics. Her Husband, we told her, might 
try to get Furlough for half a Year, and 


then come to ſpend that Time with us. All 
which was very reviving, and acceptable to 


our. young People. Thus ſeveral: Days 
MF H 3 a 
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and bewail each other; and Mariane reco. 
vered fo well, that the thought herſelf able 
to venture with us. But while we were pre- 
paring four our Journey, Carlſon was com. 
manded to repair immediately to his Regi- 
ment, upon Pain of being caſhiered, becaufe 
ſtrict Orders were given to march it direct. 
y to the Place of Rendezvous. This unex- 
pected Piece of Neus had a different Ope- 
ration: For it was welcome to Carlſon; but 
to Mariane it canfed a freſh: ſinking of Spi- 
rits; and ſcarce had ſhe diſcovered his Com- 
pliance with the Order, but ſhe reproved 
him in a moſt paſſionate Manner, and a- 
mong other Terms of Reproach called him 
a Faithleis one, who wiſhed for an Oppor- 
tunity to get rid of her. Is it imaginable, 
that a Woman could harbour ſuch I houghts 
of Jealouſy, who knew that her Husband 
was her Brother But what is more capa» 
ble of ſurmounting Impoſſibilities than Love, 
and Dreams? We faw, with Sorrow, that 
Mariane loved Carlſon now as much as ever 
ſhe had done; and that her Heart would 
admit of no Arguments which carried the 
leaſt IJ incture of parting with him, tho 
Carlſon aſſured her in the moſt ſolemn Man- 


mer, that he ſtill infinitely loved her; but 
that his Readineſs to march proceeded from 
forge Thoughts which he had that Provi- 
deace might have directed it thus, to — 


. _—_— ro ONE —— ai. Si. 


"Fw T VWF Ow T v 0. 


— 


w 6 ew 7 os 


ka 


( 2 


1 


« 


* 


They committed thelſſue of their Concern to 


Swediſh: Counteſs f G. Bj 
the Thread of their intricate Union. Perhaps 
ſaid he, I loſe my Life in the Fields, then 
who is more happy than we? Would not 
Death be more tolerable to me than the Tor- 


ment of beholding and of loving you? And 
would you not rather be ſorcibly. torn from 
me, than endure the Pain of forſak ing me 
by your on Conſent? without ever leaving 
me at Liberty to ſeparate myſelf from your 
Love? Have a good Heartꝭdear Mariane 4 
If I return ſafe again, it will be an+Indicay 
tion that Heaven approves of our Mar- 
riage; and if I loſe my Liſe, it will be a 
plain Conviction, that you are deprived of 
a Man who ſhould be but your Brother, 


and not your Husband. What excellent 


Services doth not ſlight Reaſoning produce 
in certain Circumſtances? and how uſeful 
is it not often to have the Satisfaction of 
cheating ourſelves? This is plain from Carl- 
ſon's Indifference; which had ſo good an 
Effect that it calmed the Tempeſt not only 
of his own, but alſo of Mariane's Mind: 


Heaven, and promiſed themſel ves from that 
diſ-intereſted Tribunal nothing but Juſtice, 
by which however they meant ſuch a Ver- 
dict as ſhould be in their Favour. In ſhort, 
they appealed to their own Reaſor,and de- 
tended the Lawfulneſs of their Marriage fo. 
earneſtly, that it would have been nc 
60 . k for 
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for the ableſt Civilians to con vince ther of 
the Ulegality of their Proceedings. How. 
ever, Carlſon repaired to his Regiment; 
and parted ſo courageouſly as if he went to 


_ win is-Mariane 1 in an En t: And 
ſhe „ behaved not leſs refolute, and 
to leave him, upon this Occaſion, 


that ſhe might hereafter enjoy him — 
ever bei interrupted in the Poſſeſſion of 
kim. As ſoon as he was gone, Mariane 
jadging that Loanſomneſs. would occaſion 
Melancholy, made no Objection to ſet out 
wich us for Amſterdam, together with her 
Diughter and Mother: But Andreas, who 
had mended his Fortune in the Eaſt Indies, 
ſtay'd at the Hague to eſtabliſh himſelf 
there again; in which he was aſſiſted by his 
Siſter, who gave him the greateſt Parr of the 
Money which ſhe had aved in Germany, 
and whilſt ſhe half been the Count's Favo- 
rite; Thus we and our Company left the 
Hague, and arrived ſafe at Amſterdam, 
where we found our generous Landlord well 
and in his former good Circumſtances ; but 
beeauſe ſome of us were Strangers to him, 
we told him, that Mariane was Carlſon's 
| Wife, and Carolina his Mother. 
We had lived now ſome Months toge- fl 
ther, in tulerable Tranquility, till we re- || 
ceived an Account of Carlſonẽs Death, with |} 
theſe Circumſtances, That:he had not died | 
* "TY WY 


ed upon his Marriage, we had Reaſon ra- 
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in Battle indeed 3 but that a violent Dif- 
temper which then prevailed in the Army, 
had proved fatal to him. This raiſed new 


Trouble in our Blinds, becauſe; Carolina, 


for the Loſs of him; yet when we reflect. 


ther to rejoĩce than to be ſorrow ful, conſt- 
dering that nothit g could have decided this 


deſperate Affair more readily. than Death: 


For the Opinion of a ſpititual- Court would 
certainly have gone againſt their Marriage: 
and Mariane and her Husband- would have 
either not ſubmitred to a Separation, or elſe 
would have lived a moſt unhappy Life, 
ſnould they have conformed to the Tenor 
of the Canon Law. Our chief Concern 
therefore was for Mariane; ſor tho' ſhe 


truſted to Heaven, yet, as I have already 


mentioned, it was with a View that the Re- 


ſult would be in Favour of her Hopes; and 
that it would turn oxt to their mutual Sa- 
tis faction: We dreaded therefore to men- 
tion Carlſon's Death to her ; for, we ex- 
pected no leſs than that it would renew her 


Deſpair; yet as it could not be avoided, 
we delired her to ſtep into our Apartment, 


where my Husband had prepared himſelf 
to acquaint her with what had happened to 
her Carlſon. Well. Mariane, addreſſing 
his Dicourſe to her, do jou not gueſs 8 


Cevcdiſbh Connteſs'of G. 8 
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I am going to tell you? I excuſe your Sur- 
Prize, ſince you cannot avoid hai ſure 
pꝓrized. Here is a Letter that comes from 


the Camp. Say no more, Sir, inte 


Mlariane 3 1 gueſs already thei Contents of 


My Husband is eld lo-infartanate 


2 


x1] Waman b: However, I am contented: ſince 


not the World, but Heaven has taken him 
from me: Now I ſee it is not God's Will 


that we ſhould have lived together. But 


in what Manner _ he _. ? Was he Nain 


a Battle? 


We were aſtoniſh'd at this unexpected 
Moderation 3 and we found that we had 
given ourſelves needleſs Pains in collecting 
ſuch Sentences as we thought would have 
ſerved to comfort her in her melancholy 
Situation though after all we doubted whe- 


ther we might truſt to Mariane's preſent 


Conduct z who mourned for her Husband 
in ſilent Tears, more than by raving Impa- 
| ience and Deſpodene. 

Some Weeks after, we received another 
Letter, whose Superſ was in Carl ſon's 


cription 
- own Hand Writing. I can aſſure my Rea- 


ders, that I was more aſtoni ſh'd to ſee that 
he was ſtill living, than I had been ſurpriz- 
ed when I heard that he was dead. Good 
God, did I fay ro myſelf, how will this 


turn out 1 Carlſon, may be, has left 
3 his Ilneſs, or is = 


* 


rpoſed 
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haps quite diſeharged; if ſo, then he will 
2 be with Mariane again. Such were my 
Fears; and my Husband and Carolina were 
no leſs zienten z Mariane alone was of dif-. 

ferent Sentiments, and could hardly contain 
herfelſ for Joy. The Letter was directed 
to her; yet ſhe did not open it directly 
No— her pleaſing Uneaſineſs would not 

| give her Time to do it; neither would ſhe 
give it to us to open it for her, bnt kept it 

in her Hands as a precious Parcel, . 
one would not open till one has ſarisfied one 
ſelf in gueſſing what might be the Value of 
its Contents. At laſt ſhe broke the Seal, 
and by looking into the Letter, ſound ir o 
be 860 ſeveral Weeks defore that which 
informed us of Carlſon's Death. In ſhort, 
it was an Epiſtle in which he took his Fare- 
well of Mariane, in che ee . 


Dear e ; 

T's above four Weeks that J bovi not hows 

able to — my own State, much leſs to © 
acquaint you" with my Tinefs, till this Hour. 
Hrw happy am I, to bave been fick, and on 
the Brink of Death, «without being ſenfeble of 
tiber? What ſhould not I have 1 all 
that Time your Account, had I been Ma- 
er of my Realen! Heaven be thanked for the 
Manner of my dying! I am quite wore 
auch [ quite feeble t Aud, fince I am come to. 


mer 
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as ſo many Moments that. God grants me 10 
examine once more the World, and my Soul, 
and to turn my laſt Though!s upon Futuri y. 
Farewell then, dear Mariane | Farewel for 
ever | Bemoan me nat as your Huſband, - but 
as yeur Brother. Ab melancholy Name 
Conceal our Fate 10 our Daughter, if foe lives 
to "grow up; and, if you can, baniſh the 
Though!s of \it - yourſelf. My Conſcience dees 
not reproach-me for having. loved you, but it 
 - reprehends me for not baving ceaſed to love 3. 
as myHWifes after the fatal Diſcovery that you 
art my Siſter. Alas! how different are our 
Toughts when Death preſents bimſelf, from | 
theſe which doe entertain in a bealthy and pro- 
Perous Condition! What does not-Reaſon con · 
ceive; and haw much does it not cauceive al 
the Time toben our Paſſiaus arg caln, and in. J 
feebled !! Now I feel the Approach of Death; 
and I am dying in Comfort! But— unt ſes 
you again! Leave you, deareſt Mariane't ' 
and I to die—What terrible Emotions riſe in 
 my-Breaſt ] Ab! I can write no farther. 
se far did ¶ come half an Hour ago — 1 
enjoy again a Share of Tranquility — 7b 
Glimps of Life-ſparkles once more. Fartwel, 
my Mariane !' Salute my Mother, and my two 
generous Friends. My truſty Companion Dor- 
mund, whoſe Vifits we 'frequently enjoyed, it 
at ibis Time with me, and will not rave. 
WA. SL 
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— one worthy to Succeed * bi * 15 is to bring 
you my Watch, and your \Portraiture : The 


reſt of my- Page [. have given a way. among 
my poor $0 Ian N * 80 F 
ging — Farewell Wb gn 
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4 ſaon; a8 W perceived 
bad miſtakea the Senſe of the beginning 
Part of the Letter, and that it had been 
ſent by Carlſon to take his Farewel of her 
ſne 1 . 2 ph 9 | 
Bur. our y.avoid deſcribing ber 
Ihe buf Confaqucndes which 
it ada well to her as to us; be- 
cauſe they ars attended with Circumſtances 
in which we took Part, ũince we were, as 


Imay day» intangled in her Difficulcies 3 


They were important, indeed, with regard 


co our own Feeling: tho“ it does not fol, 


low from hence, that they ſhauld. be Jer: 
markable and moving to the Reader: 1 

ſball there ſore pats over ſeveral Inſt : 
which otherwiſe 1 would have mentioned. 
We lived again in Tranquility; and it 
ſeemed as if; Heaven would force: Riches 
upon * 3, for our. Stock brought in more 
than we deſired; and 3 more 
than we had Occaſion for.y and | therefore 


we. 


RY ; 


Ls The" HISTORY of the 
— did not even think of claiming the Mo. 
ney which my fermet Husband had ad- 
vanced, and which was duè to me from the 
Crown of Sweden: I was rather pleaſed 
to find that J had no Occaſion to concern 
myſelf about that Country, which now was 
quite exhauſted and weakened by a long | 

unprofitable War. It was enough for me 

that I lived jn private, and | contentedly : 1 
Vas the Wife of an Agreeable and judicious 
Man; and I wotild' have changed no more 
with the firſt Counteſs of the Empire than 
ſhe would have changed Conditions with 
me: The Misfortunes Which hitherto had 
occuted to us, we looket Upon 8 Prepara- 
tives for joy) the Sweetneſs of ſuc 
ceed ing Reit. One may almoſt venture : 
ſay, That he who lives in conſtant Happ 
neſs, enjoys no Happineſs at all. e 
true, indeed, Misfortunes are accompanied 
with nothing that is pleaſing” yet in their 
Courſe and Connexion they incline to the 
latter; at Teaſt they may be compared 
to Medicines which occaſion Pain to our 
Body, but are the more fanative upon that 
I 

In the miaſt of out Repoſe; which now 

. laſted above a Twelve:month; arrived 
Mr. Dormund, Carlſon AAftichate, and de- 
ſivered the Gold Wateh, with the Portrai- 
tore m it, toMariane, agrocable to the Ne- 
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tice which ſhe had. iq: her Husband's Lets | 
ter. Mariane, indęed, did. know him, from 
being frequently with Carlſon, but we had. 
never ſeen him before; yet hat need had 
he of any other Recommendation, ſince the 
very Name of being our; Carlſon's Friend 
was ſufficient. to make him welcome to us? 
He was a Dutchman by Birch, and a very 
agreeable; Perſon : Who had been a Staff 
Officer, but had now quitted the Service, 
and propoſed to live upan his Means, tha“ 
he was ſtill but young. He had not ſtu- 
died; yer by the Help af ſome Books, and 
keeping good Company, had got a Turn 
of Wit which was very entertaining in che 
Beginning, but would not laſt throughout 

a Converſation. Hle uadler ſtood ſeveral 
Languages, and talked che German better 
than any ot the reſt. F „Thus | qualifed, . he 
ſat down in Amſterdam and it was an caſy 
Matter for us to gueſs at his Dr ift: N M ari · 
ane was his Object; and Mariane, in fact, 
deſer ved that any one ſhould. willingly quit 
both the Camp and Court upon her ac- 
count. She was ſtill exceeding handſom; 
and her Features had Joſt nothing by her 


adverſe Fortune: but that had rathet ad- 


ded greatly to the Beauties of her Mind; 
and by converſing with Women of Quali- 
ty, ſhe had attracted a Carriage which ſuit- 
ed her extreamly = l and contributed ve- 
"4s 1 . ry 


_ old, and ſtill in the Spring of her Age. 
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ry much to her Beauty; add to that, ſhe 
was but between eighteen and nineteen Years 


Dormund therefore Joſt no- Fime nor Op. 
portunity to ingratiate himſelf into her 
Company; and the, perhaps, might con- 
+ deſcend the more readily to give him Ac- 

ct ſsg to ſhew that ſne honoured the Memo- 

vy of her late Husband, by loving his 
Friend: To be ſhort, he got the Aſcend» 
ant of her Heart. One Time ſhe came to 
me, ſeemingly, to import ſomething of 
great Confequence,- and made à long Pre- 
amble, which confirined me in my Opinion 
thut it would be Matter of Importance: 
At laſt when ſhe was come to the Point, it 
was, Madam, would it not have been be · 
coming in us to leave Mr. Dormund the 
Watch which he brought me from my Hus- 
band, that he might have ſomething where- 
by he might remember his dear Friend 
Carlſon ? Lactually believe I ſhould have 
done it, had it not been that my Picture is in I tc 
it, which might perhaps be differently con- ti 
ſttued by ſame. I underſtood the Subject I B 
of ber Harangue to a Word, and ſaid, My a 
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good Mariane, why would you ſeruple to I he 
give your Picture to him who undoubt» be 
edly has already got Poſſeſſion over your I be 
Heart? I find you are willing to pleaſe Mr. at 
Pormund, under a Pretence of Obligation, I 

1 5 
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tho! tis Love which is at the Bottom of it. 
But, if you will leave it to my Management, 
Iwill ſoon make an End of this Affair: 
Give me but the Watch, that J may have 

it ready, at the firſt; Opportunity to offer ĩt 
to him 3 which I ſhall do without making 
much Ceremony about the Matter. Aé- 
cordingly I performed my Part ſo dexter · 
ouſly, that ſoon after tlie Delivery of the 
Watch the mutual Surrender ot their Hearts 
followed: For Mariane was contracted to 
Dormund, and they lived ſo happy tage- 


ther, that it ſeemed as if they were Born on 


purpoſe to pleaſe each other. And tho? 
Mariane ſometimes would be troubleſome 
to her Husband, yet it proceeded from ſuch 
Moti ves as hardly will offend a married 
Man. Her chief Fault was Jealouſy, that 
hereditary Error of our Ser. I remember 
Mariane once came to me, full of Grief and 
Concern, erying, and behaving as if ſhe 
had been under great Aff iction; and there- 
tore I expected to hear of ſome dire Misfor- 
tune that might have happened to her: 
But, what ſhould it be at laſt? She cried: 
and ſighed at the Jnditferency with which 
her Husband behaved to her; and was 
ready to charge him with Perfidy. I asked 
ber, what Grounds ſhe had to ſuſpect him? 

and then came out this trifling Reaſon, vi. 
That her Husband juſt now had been 
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behind him, and had embraced him ſo- 
vetal times, in a moſt tender manner; yet 
chat he had made no Return, nor taken 
notice of her,” but had kept on writting, 
and had looked as if he did not care to fee 
ber. God knows; continued the, to whom 
the per ſidious Wretch kas written I I asked 
ber whether ſhe did not look upon the Ler- 
. * to find our what might be the Subject 
of them? No — not one Word, anſwered 
| the, except that Iobſerved one to begin with, 
Sir, Who would think that a Woman of 
her Senfe ſhould have thought this a ſuffici. 
ent Neaſon for Jealouſy ? But, what need 
I ask ſuch Queſtions? How often does not 
Love exetett th Bounds of Reaſon ? And 
when this wrong Step is taken, it avails no- 
ing to boaſt of our good Senſe and Capa- 

city. Diſputes and Divifions among mar- 
ried People ſreqquently ariſe from — 
Matters; which at forſt are looked 


n as 
inſignificant; bur in their Courſe: they call 


our Imagination and Fancies to their Aid, 
and then form themſol ves into ea Rea. 
. r for. Indifference and FERLLIOUT £3 4.54.38 
„ Marianchad now lived about thi ee Qu — 

in 4 Srace of Matrimony, 
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that ſome Uneaſineſs of Mind torinenes | 
ed him as much as his- bodily Maladyt 

He often begg'd of his Wife for God 

ſike to leave him; nor could he bear Ca- 

rolina in his Siglhu, apd much Jeſs ſe © 

Mariane's Child before him which ſne had 
had by Carlſon. My Husband and I 

were the only Perſons whom he*defired, to 

be conſtantly with bim, and to comfort 
him. He wanted to be comferted, tho? 

we did not know what it was chat mo- 
jeſted him; neither had we the Heart to. 

ask him the Reaſon of his great Unealt- 

_ neſs. In the mean time it grew daily 

Ts worſe with him, and his Phyſicians told 
us, that his Caſe was O deſperate, thas 
they were of Opinion he could not live 
much longer. About Midnight he ſent ſon 

my Husband and me to come to him im- 
mediately 4 at which time he ſeemed to 

us to be in his Agony: Nevertheleſs he 

had the Senſe to order every one out of the: - 
Room, that nom: bug i we two. might be 
with him; and then he n with broken 
Words to curſe himſelf and his Love aſter 

a moſt execrable Mannen This aſtoniſh · 

ed as o moch, that we could hardly per- 

Lade ourſelves to ſtay with bim. He called | 

| himſelf the (greateſt Criminak chat ever 

| lived on Earth: I am, he cried, the 1 | 
derer af hee [3 "With my on 4 
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have I conveyed Poiſon to him, and acce- | 
lerated his Death, that I might become 
ſſeſſed of Mariane. Ob}. unfortunate 
Wretch! What Juſtice, and what : Judg- 

ment waits for me -I am forlorn ! I ſee 
him—l ſee him! Kill me ! did he call out 
again. My Husband, who had more Cou- 
rage chan ſpoke to him moſt earneſt ly 

that he ee recollect- himſelf from that 
Phantaſy which troubled his Mind. No, 

no, cried he, it is more than certain: My 
Conſcience has tormented me long enough: 

I am the Murderer of the beſt of my 

Friends ; I Barbarian — I Villain! When 
Carlſon had ſent his Letter of Farewel to 

his Wife, he began to mend again; but 
becauſe. I had formed to myſelt opes of 

his Death, and of Mariane, my curſed 
Hands prepared the Poiſon which took a- 
way his Life. What could we do in this 
Cale? My Husband made uſe of all the 
Means of Reaſon and Religion to aſliſt 
this unfortune. Man; but his Deſpair was 

Jo great, that it would. hear of no Com- 
fort. He deſired to ſee Mariane once 

more, that he might diſcloſe to her his 

Vileneſs himſelf; but we begg'd of him 

for God's ſake not to lay the Fact open to 

her, for that this could not eaſe his trou- 
bled Conſcience; but that by his Confeſ- 

"ow he would make himſelf guilty. of 5d 
ſecon 
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called her; upon which Dormund 


fpoks 


to her, but ſhe was ſo overwhelmed with. 


Grief, that ſhe could neither hear nor ſee. 
Then he took her by the Hand, and was 


preparing to repeat his evecrable Confef- 


fon, which: I thought to hinder, by puts 
ting my. Hand upon his Mouth, and by 
joining with my Husband in praying, and 
finging a ſuitable Hymn : But all eur En- 
deavours proved in vain, and ſerved only to 


e was determined that Mariane ſhould 


give his Exclamations the greater Force: 
| know what he had done; and then he rea 


peated his: Relation about the Murder, 
with all its Circumſtances. For a Proof 
" whereaf he referred to the Surgeon and to 


the DoGlor of the Regiment, who at Cart 


fon's Requeſt had opened him after his 
Death, and had found the Poiſon which 


they imagined he had taken himſelf, tho? 


none could gueſs what could have prom pt- 
ed him to ſuch a Deſperation. Mariana 
having heard him, fell into raving Fits, 
. —— — 
Names which ſhe could expreſs, ſo that we 


were obliged at laſt to take her by Force 


eur of the Room. Dormund, after" this, 


compoſed himſelf for Reſt, and flept two 


Days and two Nights without ceaſing, and 


. we 
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fecond Murther. N evertheleſs, Mariane 
came into che Room before any body had 
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* The Wimmer of eb 
we thought he never-would have wakened 
again; but he recovered ; and we! went 


then to ſee him. Tis true, as · a Murderer, 
we ought to have hated him; yet univerſal 
Love to rapentant Sinners obliged us to 
have Compaſſion for him. He was now 
more compoſed than he had been before, 


and he begged of us with abundance of 
Tears, to forgive him his vexatidus Beha- 


us at the ſame time, 


viour to us; aſſuring 


incaſe he ſhould ſurvive, chat he would not 


offend our Eyes with his Preſence, but 


chuſe ſome 3 Place for his Abode, 


and the Exereiſe of Penitence for his hor- 


rid Crime. He intreated us not to permit 


Marianne to ſee him any more: However 
we had thought of this before, and ſent 
her to our a partment, inſtead of leaving 
her to ſtay among Scenes of e at 
home. We were now taken up wir 
forting Mariane, and did not lee Dor. 


12 in two Days ; yet we ſent often to 
his Houſe, and were informed, that he 


mended apace : On the third Day my 


Husband went to him; but Dormund was 
gone, and ww left the following rovenget | 


1. ol ns ft it nth 
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ſhall permit me to go : Mariane a/ 
never ſee me again. Good God, to what can: 


. =» 
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Leave 10 Mariane ; but may Heaven' reward 
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not Love ſeduce one? ' The: Shade of m 
murdered Friend will follow me wherever 1 
go; yet: 1rravher will ſuffer” all than a at 
ravate the Matter with murdering myſe:f. 
Curſe the Memory of | me as often'as ] riſe in 
your Thoughts, for deſerve it; but let not 


the World know my enormous Guilt : I am 
ſuſficiently puniſhed in lofing Mariane and my © 
generous Friend I will a again tale o fm; 
per haps T ſhall. the ſooner loſe my Life which 8 
is but a Torment to me. Al, my Ef, 


you for the F. riendſbip which you have ſbe n 
me in my Sickne/s— 10 me'wwho am 4 Monſter, 

and who am not worthy f yon. (tr po Jo ? : 
ee Mariane 1 þ 


Dotendisd ue now my oh 1s 
we ever heard what is become of him 
and I wiſh that his Deſpair may not have 1} 
driven him to S. If. murder. Our Mariane; Yi 
in the mean time, was often ſeized with i 
dangerous Fits of Melancholy, and Neceſ- 1 
ſity required that ſhe-ſhould be bled in two Y 
Veins at once. As ſhe had her Bed ia my [ 
Chamber, I ask*d her ſeveral times how “N 
ſhe did; and ſhe aſſured me, that ſhe per- 
ceiv'd herſelf. much better, and expected 2 
to reſt well that Night: But the Morn- 
ing ſnew'd a different Scene; for ſcarce had 
| We my "ou aud turned * to 


* 
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6. the Gaule'of her Self wurdet 3 reflected 


je 5 
* © 
. ; ; 
<, \ N 
* 4 
We + * 
«> > * AY 9g, 
1 0 * * . i 
a + * x * 
x « 5 SEE 
3 is. 6s | | : 
=... * N 0 { 
- * . oi - 
eo * 4 = &. - Bag 4 4 > 
N £ Y 7 ” a *S & 4 
4 by - * 4 7 5 \ 
a : * o « a o * 
- 75 a- y 
Y 
P 6 8 4 4 4 
1 * 7 0 
x 
oY a ” i 
* 2 
1 * - * 


- 


” I His rohr 


run from it. Then what could imagine 
but that her Veins had opened again in the 
Night 2: As to Mariane herſelt, ſhe lay in 
a dead. like Stumber, or rather Swooning. 
I cried out for Help, 

cloſed and tied her Veins What ſur priz d 
us moſt, was that we the Bun- 
not to have Ea off, but to have 


been taken off on 
ing Mariane came 2 litrle to herſelf, when 
he owned that ſhe had opened. the Bans 
: dages herſelf, from a Deſire of dying; and 


hed hieartily that her End nl: Joon | 


| Brkw og. She-then 


gave me a Kiſs ; and 


without ſpeaking one Word more, ſwooned 


age! and died within few Hours after. 


Wes: manner, as People -wh 
rouſly wounded in a En ement, feel not 
the Hurt till they are out of Danger. As 
ſoon as Mar iane Was 


with being acceſſary to her Death, be- 
Kauſe I did not watch her more cloſely that 
Night: But chat human Prudenge can fore- 
ſee all polſible: ConſequeritesÞ L had, in 
fat,” adviſed Mariane to marty 
ucic to ſet that he was 


ee eee World 


Ter Bed but 1 diſcovered — of Blood 


and immediately we 


ſe... A gainſt Even- | 


oreſeen; Accident-cficcted: me in 
are dange- - 


then my Miſes 
ry begab : I was ready to charge myſelf 


Dormund, 
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and I ſhould have endured a thouſand” 
times more Uneafineſs, had my Love for. 
Mariane ſuffered me to pronounce her un- 


happy. Her Mother was far more refign- 3 


ed than myſelf, and I do not know by what 
Aid ſhe was ſupported in her afflicting 
Condition, tho* I believe that it was by. 
that of Religion. She looked upon every 
thing as a Deſtiny, whoſe Cauſes were im- 
. pznetrable : In the next Place, ſhe com- 
forted herſelf in the Creator's Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs z and overcame her Misfor- 
runes by Stedfaſtneſs, It is certain that 
the. Aid of Religion produces wonderful 
Effects in Matters of Adverſity; for take 
from the Unfortunate the Hopes of a better 
World, and I do not find what can raiſe 
deſponding Spirits. 3 
Having gone through the above related 
Difficulties, we began now again to reſpite, 
and to taſte the Sweets of Tranquility: 
We returned to our Books to make Advan- 
tage of our leiſure Time, and Love made 
our Life comfortable, and aflifted us in 
breaking the · Force of the melancholy Re- 
membrace of eur former Diſaſters, which 
otherwiſe would often have diſturbed our 
Repoſe. About this Time my Husband 
compiled a Book, to which he gave the Ti- 


tle of The Philoſopher approved in Adverſities, 
and which had” the Applauſe of ſeveral 


) 


95 K learned 
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learned Men, as an elaborate Piece of Write. 
ing; ſuch, perhaps as the moſt eminent 
could not have finiſhed wish the ſame Spirit 
as he who treated that Subject from his own 
Experience. Not much above three Months 
after Mariane's Death, our Landlord de- 
parted this Life, his Wife being gone be- 


tore him. This Loſs of our generous Friend 


cauſed a great Alteration in our Circum- 
ſtances; for we were obliged to take our 


Money into our own Hands, which, toge. 
ther with that of Dormund's Bequeſt to Ma- 


riane, was become very conſtderable z and 


Which, in fact, was a great Burden to us; 


for neither my Husband, nor Carolina, nor 
J, knew the right Uſe of Money; and [ 
believe we ſhould rather have parted with 
one half of it, than be troubled with taking 


Care of the whole. Andreas Carolina's 


Brother (as I have mentioned above) wag 
Dow again well ſettled at the Hague: An! 


ro make him an eminent Merchint once 
more, we voluntarily gave him ſome thou - 
and Crowns, and then divided our Stock 


into two equal Parts; one whereof we of- 
fered Andreas to trade with z and the other 
Part we kept to ſerve ourſelves, and to help. 
worthy Friends. If Carefulneſs in manage- 
ing Money is a Virtue without Exception, 
ehen F muſt confeſs that we were often ne- 


1 gicRtul in that Duty: It waz ſufficient for. 
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rs many times to give it away, if we did 
but know, that he who applied to us for it, 
was an honeſt Man, wao had more Occa- 
ſion for Money than we ourſelves: One 
Word of an honeſt Man was with my Hus- 
band of the ſame Force of a Bond. We 
joſt indeed by this means a great deal of 
our Subſtance, but we never were defrauded 
out of it. Our Debtors were all good 
Oeconomiſts. but they met with no Induces» 
ment to Parſimony from our Rigour : They 
endeavoured the more to pay us the Mone 
which we had advanced to them, becauſe 
they obſerved that we had done it without 
any narrow- ſpirited View and by: their 
honeſt Intentions they excited us to be libe- 
ral, tho“ we ſhould not have been naturally 
ſo determined. It is almoſt incredible what 
datisfact ion there is in ſerving honeſt and in- 
duſtrious People; and I believe there is 
more Reſolution required in refuſing one a 
ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance, than in complying to 
relieve a Man of Honour, either by ad- 
vancing to him, or giving him of our Sub- 
fant OL 5204 ales! br 

At laſt, and for ſeveral Reaſons, we left 
Amſterdam, and together with our Daugh- 
ter, Carolina, and Carl ſon's Daughter, went 
to the Haguę, to Mr. Andreas; theſe Per- 
ſons properly belonged to our Family: 
But our deceaſed — had committed 
Wo, 2 9 
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his Daughter to my ſole Care, and there- 
fore I might have included her in the Num- 
ber of my Maiden Subjects. Her Portion 


was left in good Hands at Amſterdam, tilt 
ſhe ſhould come to Maturity. She was. 


about fifteen Years old, and tho' not hand- 
ſom, had excellent natural Qualities: She 
pleaſed, without being proud of having 


pleaſed; and her agreeable Behaviour ſup- 


plied her Want of Beauty. There are ma- 


ny Gentlemen who rather chuſe a genteel 


Woman without Beauty, than a beauteous 
one without an eaſy Carriage; and were [ 
of the maſculine Sex, 1 certainly would 
make one of the former. I may os with - 
out Oſtentation, that I have had the greateſt 
Share in bringing up this Child, whoſe 
Name was Florentina; and when I confeſs 
that ſhe was of an extraordinary gentee| 
Deportment, I would not be underſtood 
that ſhe had it thro* my Inſtructions, but 
only that I procured Opportunities for her 
to improve herſelf in it: Her Familiarity 
with Carolina and my Husband had very 
much contributed towards her Politeneſs; 
and tho' the was grown up more in Com- 
pany of Men than of her own Sex, yet l 
alWays was of Opinion, that this would 
prove of particular Advantage to her: For 
11 it is true that Men become genteel and 


manner}y by converſing with us, it muſt _ 
| | WP | OW 
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low that we turn wiſe and ſerious by aſſoci- 
ating with them: But I am far from mean- 
ing ſuch Men who have only the Name of 
Gentlemen, and by empty Careſſes endea- 
your to deify a young Girl; nor ſucht as 
make every Look, and every Motion of 
their Lips or Hands ſerve to expreſs their 
puerile and inſ pid Love: Such Men, for- 
ſooth, muſt not pretend to ſet up Acada- 
mies for young Ladies, unleſs we would 
have them inſtructed in Stupidity. It would 
have been unpardonable in me in particular 
had I not brought up Florentina as well as 
my Ability would allow, conſidering the 
Time and Conveniency I had for it, exclu- 
ſive of her fertile Genius, and my being 
almoſt conſtantly with her ſince ſhe was. 
ieven Years old. Her good Qualities made 
her afterwards the Wife of a Man who en- 
joys one of the chief Poſts in Holland, 
and whoſe' honouring him with that Pre- 
ference was the leaſt Circumſtance that made 
him great and happy. But I will ſpeak of 
Florentina in another Placſpſce. 
We had ſcarce been a Month at the 

Hague, when a Ship arrived from Ruſſia, 
whoſe Cargo was chiefly aſſigned to Mr. 
Andreas; who on this Occaſion invited us 
to go on board, to ſee in what Goods the 
Lading conſiſted; and we accepted of his 
Propoſal and went above a Mile by Sea 

1 | to 
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to meet the Ship which was coming into 
_ Harbour. 1 Þ- e 
J come now to a Period of my Life, 
whole + Conſequences ſurpaſs every thing 
that I have been relating hitherto. I muſb- I 
force myſelf in deſcribing them; ſo much | 
is my Heart againſt renewing the Repre- 
ſentation of a Circumſtance, which has 
been ſo dear to it. I know very well, that 
it is a particular 1 in relating a Paſ- 
ſage, to relate it in ſuch a Manner, that 
the Reader believes he not only reads the 
Subject, but ſees it executed; and ſo from 
becoming ſenſibly touched, he unawares. 
ſupplies the Place of him who has been 
the chief Object in the Tranſaction; but 
I doubt whether I ſhall ſucceed in this, ade- 
quate to my Expectation. Accardingly 
we went, as I have ſaid before, above a 
Mite by Sea to meet the Ship, on Board 
of which we obſerved ten or twelve Pat- 
ſengers who were Germans, and the reſt 
Ruſſians. All theſe went on Shore in our 
Preſence, and congratulated Mr. Andreas 
on the ſafe Arrival ot his Ship, becauſe they 
had been told that it was freited for his 
Account. Mr. Andreas who loved to talk 
of Affairs at Sea, had entered into a long 
Diſcourſe with them, which made it tedious 
to me, and therefore took an Opportunity 
to defire of my Husband that he would 
8 return 
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return home with me. Whilſt I was ſtil 
talking to him, one of the Paſſengers came 
running to me, and embraced me, cry ing 
out withal, Les! O yes !.*tis You —I 
could not believe my Eyes, but now I am. 
ſure that you are my beloved Wife. He 
preſſed me for ſome Minutes fo cldſe to his. 
Breaſt, that I could not ſee who it was that 
treated me ſo tenderly, In the mean :ime 
] was ſurprized, and could not think but 
that I was attacked by one whom Love had: 
diſtracted: But—O—Heaven !' in whoſe 
Arms did I find myſelf at laſt ? In thoſe- 
of the Count's — my: firſt Husband's, 
whom J had counted dead ten Years ago, 
but was ſtill living, and now by me, who. 
dreſſed after the Ruſſian Manner. It is im- 
poſſible to tell how this confounded me z. 
but ſo much do I remember, that I had not 
the Power to utter one Word; and my 
Count ſtood likewiſe mute, and burſt into 
Tears. At laſt he diſcovered his former 
Friend my preſent Husband, whom he em- 
braced, but I did not hear one Word 
ſpoken by either of them; or elſe I was ſo 
ſurprized, that I did not underſtand what 
they ſaid, but ran to the Coach which. 
waited for us, with all Speed, without 
regarding my two Husbands, who never. 
theleſs followed me Wnmediately, I em- 
braced the Count innumerable times = 
h 5 dhe 
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the Coach; but in what Manner I ex. 
preſſed myſelf to him, I do not remember; 

By this time we were come to our Place of 

Abode, where I began to recover my 
Senſes; and my Count was infinitely glad 
to have found me again, eſpecially at a 
3 Place where he had no Thoughts of ſeeing 
| me. He repeated to me, I. may ſay, a 
thouſand times that I was ſtill as: aimable 
as I was at the Time when he left me; and 
= his Tenderneſs for me was the greater, as 
| he had given me over for dead, becauſe 
| I had ſent him no Anſwer to his Letters; 

1 and he believed that I had been informed 

| of his being alive; tho' in ſhort, he had 
known of my Affairs as little as I knew 
of his being alive. Mr. R— had with- 

drawn himſelf, without giving us the leaſt ' 
Notice thereof; and therefore we were 
now by ourſelves. My Count told me 
now the hard Fate which he had met with 
ſince his Abſence, and which I ſhall relate 
by and by, deſiring me at the ſame time 
to tell him what Viciſſitude of Fortune 1 
had undergone. He asked me a hundred 
Quſtions before I could anſwer him one, 
and then it was with Tears and Embraces 3 
for Love and Shame had made me Speech- 
leſs. One Husband I had found again, 
whom I loved moſt faithfully z and ano- 
ther 1 foul 1 quit who was no leſs dear to 
has me, 


* 


. 


me. There is a Neceſſity of feeling it, be- 
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fore one can know what ĩt is to be affected 
by two Agitations at once, and of equal 
Importance. My Husband feared that my 


continual Sighs and Tears might indicate 


ſomething diſaſtrous to him, and thereſore 
preſſed me more inſtantly to unfold my 
Mind to him, and to let him know either 
his good or bad Fate: But he urged me in 


vain; for what could J ſay to him, unleſs 1 


fould tell him that I was married ? and 
therefore I ſaid nothing, but ſighed, and 
thought that was ſaying enough. Are not 
you {till my Wife? began the Count: God 
orbid you ſhould not: Rather be my Por- 
tion Death than a negative Anſwer. At 
that Inſtant! my Daughter, a Child of five 
Years old, came into the Room where we 
were, whieh heightened my Surprize, be- 


cauſe at the ſame time ſhe diſcovered the 


Seeret, at the Thoughts whereof I trem- 
bled. She ſaw that I cried, and ſtanding 
before me, What is the Matter, Mamma, 
that you cry, ask'd 'ſhe ? I come from: 
Papa, and he eries too, and will not 
ſpeak with me: I have done no Harm. 

ood God ! cried the Count, I find you 
are married! - Unfortunate Man! Has 
it been my Deſtiny: to find you again on 
purpoſe that. my Heart ſhould undergo: 
every Manner of Torture? Who is your 

9 Husband ? 
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Husband ?—Tell mz : My Preſence ſhall 
not put you long in Pain—I will leave you 


directly. I do not charge you with Per- 


fidy. You have thought. me to be dead; 
and therefore do not load yourſelf with 


Reproaches: Nothing has cauſed my Miſe 


fortune but Fate: Perhaps this is a Puniſh- 
ment for having loved Carolina : Recover 
yourſelf and talk with me, continued he, 
(for I will hear it from nobody elſe but you) 
Who is your Musbandu? I got Tuddenly 
out of my Chair, and embraced him, 
bur ſpoke not a Word yet. No, ſaid he, 
treat me not with ſuch Tenderneſs : My 
Heart indeed tells me that I am deſerving 


of it; but your preſent Husband alone 


can command your Love; and mine muſt 


give Way to Deſtiny and Virtue. By this 


Confeſſion he only aggravated my Grief to 
a higher Pitch. At laſt he ask'd the lit- 
tle Child where her Papa was, and why he 
did not come in? He came with you in 
the Coach, Sir, anſwered the Girl: He is 
in his Chamber, and is crying. Then 1 
find my dear Friend is your Husband, in- 


terfered the Count: This makes my Miſ- 
fortune the more tolerable. He deſired 


then the Child to call her Papa; but he 
did not come; however he ſent by the 
ſame Meſſenger a Billet to the Count, writ- 
ten in French, and of the ſubſeqent Pur- 
por: - Dear 
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Doar Count, 

7 Pity you with the Fi Senſe 5 my 2 ; 
for thro' moſt innocent Love I have of- 
ended you as highly as of bad been your 
Enemy : I have deprived.you of your Conſort a 
Could you. ever have expected this from me 
The Error, or rather the Certainty of your 
b:irg dead, has favoured me with the Paſeſ- 
fron = ber; but your Preſence now: condemns 
the longer Dareriog of our Uxion, though ce- 
mented by due Forms of Law. Jau are too 
generous, and we 109 innocent, that you ſhould 
puniſh us with your Reſentment Our Inno- 
cence, indeed, eaſes your Misfortune ; but does 
no! remove it; and th? on May to inſtidt a 
Puniſhment upon myſelf, is to fly. I leave 
you then, dear Count, tho" Shame will affect 
me as long as I live. Would to God my Ab 
fence, and the Pain which J — would 
make Amends for your Loſs. Remove the 
Child wwhich brings you this Letter, that you 
may not have the Object of your Misfortune 
before your Eyes. If "file, think of me once 
mare after reading this Letter, You wilk 

never ſee me again. 
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As ſoon as the Count had read this Let- 
ter, he left me, and went to ſee after my 
Husband : But he was gone, and nobody 
knew whither. This put me in a freſh 


Wp and wy Heart way all in an Up- 
a Faak, 
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Toar. Thad found my firſt EHusband again, 


and I knew that I could not enjoy them 
both: But, what Paſſion is apt to hearken 
to Reaſon leſs than Love? It was to mea 
moſt dreadfal Choice to think whom 1 
 thould-chuſe; for 1 belonged to the laſt as 
much as to the firſt ; and nothing was 
more terrible to me than to leave one of 
the two, tho? I was convinced of the indil- 
penſible Neceſſity thereof. In the mean time 
Sir R— was gone, and the Count would 
not reſt till he ſhould ſee his Friend again: 
He diſpatched therefore immediately a Meſ- 
ſenger to the Harbour, to hinder him from 
embarking for ſome other Place, if that 
ſhould be his Intention. Whilſt the Meſ- 
ſenger was gone to execute the Count's Or- 
ders, I entertained him with Diſcourſe, and 
told him, that I had choſen Sir R for my 
_ Husband ſpontaneouſly, and of my own 
Motion; and that I had been at a Loſs 
how to recompenſe his generous Friendſhip, 
better than by Love. I know enough of 
this, ſaid the Count; neither you, nor my 
Friend has offended me, it is a Deſtiny 
which is unfathomable to us. After a few 
Hours Sir R— came back again, who had 
been upon the Point of taking Shipping. 
He thanked the Count in a very reſpectful 
Manner for having cauſed him to return. 
Ideſire nothing more than to take r 
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of you, ſaid he to the Count, and of your 
Confort : Grant me but this Satisfaction, 
and I aſſure you it ſhall be my laſt Requeſt 
while I live.” - Immediately he took me by 
the Hand, and led me to the Count: Here, 


ſaid he, do J ſurrender to you my Spouſe, 


and from this Moment do I change m 
Love into Reſpect for her. He woul 
have taken his Leave of us; but the Count 
would not let him go. No, ſaid he, I would 
have you ſtay with us, and fee that I com- 
ply with 4 Defire of beginning Marriage 
again with my Wife, and with the ſame 

Satisfaction as I did before the Com- 

mencement of my Diſaſters: She is ſtill as 

dear to me as ſhe was then: Her Heart is 
noble, and is neither changed nor diminiſh- 
ed in its Sincerity She did not know that 
I was ſtill living. No, my dear Friend, 
ſtay with us; why would you leave us? 
Perhaps it is from a Suſpicion of my being 
jealous? 1 hope not, for that would be 
offending the Fidelity of my Wiſe, and 
the Confidence which I always had in you. 
Pray Madam, added the Count to me, 
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u with him, and notwithſtanding the grea 
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leaſt ſtay in Amſterdam, 111 zu will | 

live —— at our Houſe. T ſhall 100 
you, without telling you of it any further; 
and tho' 1 fhall ceaſe to be your own, yer 
ſhall. the Love for my Husband. not hinder 
my ſhewing conſtant Marks of the higheſt 
Eſteem and Friendſhip for you. In ſhort, 
my Intreaties had that good Effect that 


he conſented to ſtay in Amſterdam, | He 


often took a Dinner with us; Me ED 


himſelf as nobly as can be imagined: And 


ſhould-I have been leſs virtuous than, I was, 
yet his generous B: ha vioun would have kept 
me within the Bounds! of Decency. _ He 
ated as tho? he had neyer been my Hus 


band: No, not one Word of nen 


came from his Mouth or. Looks: As he h 


behaved to me before Ewas married to him, 
fo he did now. He entertaĩned me with 
his Friendſhip, and great Regard for me, 
and promoted mine and my Count's Satis- 
faction by ſacrificing his 'own, He was 
often whole Days with me alone; and 
ſhould he then have talked. of former I imes, 
1 believe I ſhould have been imprudent 
enough to have heard him: But who 
knows Whether I have not inadvertently 
ſent him many a Glance from my Eyes, 
as à mute Confeſſion of my Love, notwith- 
ſtanding my Conſcienciouſneſs when, I was 


Love 
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* Swelifh Counteſs of 9 Tf 


fond had . Count; who. ſtarte 
when h Nagel Ee and had 8 
ſen that ſhe; had quitted aur, Houſe 3 but 
begg' d of him, not to deprive me of her: 
Company : Have you truſted to my Vir- 
tue, aid I to him, then I will tell you 
that I am ſure of yours. He was fo affect- 
ed with the Fate of the two Children which 
he had had by Carolina, that it would oc- 
caſion a Melancholy in him for ſeveral 
Hours together. Io the mean time he. he- 
haved to Carolina very kindly ;- and tho? 
he would often indulge a Vein of Pleaſan- 
try with us, yet he would always take Care 
not to reflect upon her, nor to offend me, 
by the Matter or Manner of it. 


What has hap to us hereafter, I 
will relate at pe 9 ö but 
ſhall at preſent give this brief Summary of 

Husbund the Count's Abſence, viz. 
T That the Ruſſians had poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the Village in AS my Husband lay ſo 
deſperately ill, that while the Swedes were 
compelled to retire, they lefr him behind, 
as deal: But recovering afterwards, he | 
was ſent Priſoner, to Moſcovy as a Swediſh: - 
Officer, For fear of being the ſooner de- 
livered up to the Swedes, he concealed his 
Name, and paſſed for a Captain, The 
Deſcription of his Misfortunes, and of what- 
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